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Thanksgiving 
Lord God of hosts, we render 
thanks 
For all Thy mercies sure; 
Thy tender love environs us 
And will through life endure. 


Teach us te know Thy perfect 
will 
And truly humble be; 
May we in gladness praise Thy 


name 
Through all eternity. 


Lord God of hosts, we offer 
thanks 
And call upon Thy name; 
A psalm of praise to Thee we 


sing, 
Thy wondrous love proclaim. 


Thou art our refuge and our 
strength, 
There is no other power; 
If sudden danger threatens us, 
We find in Thee a tower. 


Lord God of hosts, we proffer 
praise, 
Direct us on our way; 
With grateful heatts we worship 
Thee 
On this Thanksgiving Day. 
—Grenville Kleiser. 
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This fine class of stalwart young men is taught by Elder Oliver Weaver, who is seen in the center. 
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The pastor is Rev. Stanley C. Baker. 


Blymire’s 
Dallastown, 


Front: 


Woodrow 


meyer. 


Roy Ringler, 
Grove, John H. Knaper, Mrs. 
Allan Kohler, 
del, Mrs. Raymond Walter- 


Teachers and Officers of 
Sunday 
Pa., 
Lee J. Gable, pastor. 


Miss Iris Raab, 
Mellinger, i 
Odessa Knaper, Paul Hein- 
del, Miss Pauline Heindel. 


Middle: Mrs. Chas. Snyder, 
Mrs. 


Chester 


Rear: Samuel Flinchbaugh, 
Carl Heindel. : 


piaislaisininlaiotniolainiainraians 


Teena 


Ge 


\ 


(See article in ‘News in Brief’ 
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HITLER TELLS HIS OWN STORY 


Perhaps no man is quite so much in the 
eyes of the whole world at just this mo- 
ment as Adolf Hitler. (It seems almost 
impossible for anyone to give him: the 
title of Chancellor, he is so much more 
than the office. The world calls him “Hit- 
ler” as it calls the head of Italy “Musso- 
lini”.) It is well to understand him thor- 
oughly for he is going to make much more 
trouble in the world than he has yet made. 
Even as I write he is taking Germany 
out of the League of Nations and the 
Disarmament Conference. In his public 
utterances this is a protest against the 
unfair treatment of Germany, the refusal 
to recognize her equality with the other 
nations; but there is a very widespread 
feeling that it is only a pretense, and that 
he was only too glad to have the powers 
act as they did so that he could have a 
pretext for arming Germany again and re- 
storing her to her militaristic character. 
It is this’of course, that he will now pro- 
ceed to do, unless he is checked by the 
other powers with stern measures. As I 
said, it is well for all of us to understand 
this man as thoroughly as we can—for we 
too are going to have trouble with him 
before he is through. Already our pro- 
tests against Germany’s treatment of the 
Jews and the threat on the part of many 
Americans to boycott German goods has 
aroused much hatred against us, and if 
the beating up of Americans by Nazi row- 
dies goes on unchecked—as it has thus far 
—it will mean a sudden warning to Amer- 
ican citizens that our government cannot 
guarantee them safety 
warning already hinted at—and that is 
about the most disgraceful thing that can 
happen to a nation, to be told that no 
foreigner is safe within her borders. It 
is only another way of saying that the 
country does not consider her a civilized 
nation. So, in view of all these things it 
is well to understand Hitler. 

There have been many sketches of Hit- 
ler’s life and his aims and purposes, in 
magazines and papers and not a few books 
about him, such as “The Brown Book of 
the Hitler Terror” (Alfred A. Knopf), but 
now we have his own story, his “apologia”, 
so to speak, and perhaps the man cannot 
quite be understood apart from it. It was 


By Dr. 


Long ago Humboldt said, “What you 
would have a nation become you must first 
put into the school.” An enthusiast in the 
art and subtleties of music said, “Let me 
write the songs of a nation and I care not 
who writes its laws.” Many nations to- 
day put into their text books the loyalties 
and the hates which they wish to ineul- 
eate in the minds of the generation. 


Examine the textbooks of many coun- 
tries and you will find much of the cause 
for misunderstanding among nations. One 
textbook speaking of its national neigh- 
bors says, “The two greatest enemies of 
our country are (names two countries) ; 
the former (people) are the more redoubt- 
able and cruel. One shudders at reading 
in our history the crimes and atrocities of 
these monsters who dare to call themselves 
Christians.” One of these two countries, 
writing for its youth, says of this national 
neighbor: “If he lacks power he will re- 
sort to strategy, deception, lies—to any- 


originally issued in German and ran to 
780 pages. It has been translated into 
English and published by Houghton, Mif- 
flin and Co. under the title: “My Battle”. 
That is, 300 pages of it—less than half— 
have been published in this translation. 
It was evidently thought wise, either by 
the publishers, or Hitler himself, to leave 
out many pages where his hatred of the 
Jews found virulent expression. 


The first part of the book gives his own 
story of his humble origin, his struggles 
as a member of the working class and of 
the dreams he began to entertain even in 
those days, of some time welding together 
all the scattered and diverse German ele- 
ments—ineluding Austria also—into a 
homogeneous state. Then came the war. 
Hitler suffered with the people during the 
years after the war. While the new Re- 
publie was striving to get upon its feet 
he became convinced that there was no 
hopes along those lines. The German 
people had no genius for democracy, he 
felt, and even felt that democracy as a 
system had failed everywhere. Democracy 
had been tried in Germany and found 
wanting. Communism, the logical outcome 
of democracy, was threatening the impov- 
erished nation. Parliaments could do 
nothing to stop it. Parliaments are only 
debating societies—they can never lead. 


What was needed was a leader. He be- 
came thoroughly convinced that he was 
that God-ordained leader. He went be- 


fore an impoverished Germany, a Germany 
frightened of communism, with no con- 
fidence in its political leaders, rankling 
with shame over the humiliation of a 
proud people by the Versailles Treaty, 
angry with the other nations because, af- 
ter disarming Germany, they had failed 
to keep their promise to disarm after they 
had disarmed Germany, and still retaining 
in their blood that seemingly ineradicable 
trust in strength and military proficiency 
—the German seemingly loves “goose- 
step”, “standardization”, “regimental soli- 
darity” —he went before this Germany 
with a program of an absolutely unified 
state, no longer Prussians, Bavarians or 
Saxons, only Germans, “citizens of a Spar- 
tan State where all are educated alike, 
where all must undergo physical training 
and the discipline of the army, where 


Education and Peace 


Aucustus O. Tuomas, Secretary-General of the World Federation of Education Associations 


thing in fact, only to achieve his purpose. 
He is astute. When weak, he prays to you 
on his knees; when he is strong, he is 
cruel.” 

These examples of national propaganda 
to incite distrust and fear could be extend- 
ed almost without end. Nations under 
such instruction cannot develop the under- 
standing and sympathy necessary for co- 
operation. Our first. victory is to drive 
hate out of our lives. 

All nations are guilty of some form of 
nationalistic inculeation: in their schools. 
Take Russia for example. If Russia is 
able to maintain her Communistic form of 
government until the children and youth 
are old enough to take over control, it 
will last for another great historic period, 
for the children are taught that theirs is 
the only form of government which will 
bring social justice. 

It is claimed by many that the war 
spirit is inherent in mankind. True, it 


wealth or birth shall be of little account”. 
Over this unified state there must preside 
only one man. “There must be,” he says, 
“no majority making decisions, but merely 
a body of responsible persons, and the 
word “ouncil’ will revert to its ancient 
meaning. Every man shall have council- 
lors at his side, but the decision shall be 
made by one man.” This is the program 
by which Hitler has captured the German 
people—the promise of power, plenty and 
happiness, of unity and oneness of race 
and social standing, of a place in the sun 
both as an imperialistic giant and com- 
mercial power. 

Hitler gives vent to his hatred of the 
Jews in many vitriolic passages of this 
translation, although, as I said, the worst 
passages in the original are omitted. At 
first his hatred of the Jews seems to have 
come from his identification of Jews with 
Communism. To be sure, most leaders of 
Communism are Jews—in New York prac- 
tically the rank and file are also Jews— 
but all Jews are not Communists. But 
Hitler is not a man of logic but of sudden 
notions and impulses. Then he became 
convinced that the Jews were tied up 
with all sorts of vice, indecency in the 
theatres and elsewhere, and with shyster 
practices in the professions and business, 
and that they held to a philosophy of 
materialism, having no Gods but money 
and pleasure. Some of the utterances on 
these subjects are really the most terrible 
things that have ever been said against 
the Jews. But one gathers from this book 


that at present his determination to rid 


Germany of the Jews is simply part of 
his scheme to make a nation of only one 
blood, one race, one religion and one 
family. 

The “Brown Book of the Hitler Terror”, 
recently published by Knopf, is prepared 
by the World Committee for the Victims 
of German Fascism. The principle aim 
seems to be to prove that the Hitlerites 
themselevs burned the Reich buildings 
that they might bring the charge against 
the Communists. The book contains a 
long list of atrocities committed against 
the Jews. Unfortunately the book is so 
evidently propaganda for Communism that 
it loses much of its worth as evidence. 


—Frederick Lynch. 


has been long in vogue, but it is cultural, 
it has been taught; it is a part of the 
preparedness of nations, soldiers fight best 
when there is vengeance. It is much 
easier to stir up patriotism and the war 
spirit with the sound of drums and march- 
ing columns than it is to build the spirit 
of peace in the quiet of home, Chureh and 
school. 

Education of the intellect alone will 
make a successful crook and add to his 
cunning. A young man may come out of 
his college with the rules of mathematics 
on his finger tips, he may know all the 
theories of an Einstein, he may know high- 
pressure salesmanship, but unless he has 
those underlying spiritual values which 
cause him to understand human justice, 
and that there is a higher power than him- 
self, he is not educated, he is only in- 
formed. Let me write the textbooks of 
the nations and “big berthas,” TNT, poison 


(Continued on Page 18) 
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HONEST THANKSGIVING 


God loves honesty. He hates pretense. He would 
have us keep silent or frankly say we do not like what has 
come to us, rather than piously or conventionally say we 
do when we do not. He is not after formal politeness, 
but sincerity of soul. 

To attempt to thank God or assume to be grateful for 
the miseries of these days, argues not only a mind in the 
fog, but a soul on the verge of the dishonest. When Jesus 
saw a field full of tares robbing the farmer of his just re- 
turns, He did not say that God, but “an enemy, hath done 
this.” He did not tell the wretched to thank God for their 
“blessings in disguise”, but He rebuked their diseases and 
healed them. Not an effort at gratitude to God but a feel- 
ing of deep hatred against “the devil and his angels’ that 
filled the monarchs of money with that greed and stupidity 
that brought the wreckage of our economic structure down 
upon the helpless heads of millions, is the only attitude an 
honest soul can take. 

A habit which we are encouraged to form is to try to 
discover among our experiences at least a few that are 
pleasant and agreeable, count these as “our blessings” and 
then be grateful for them. Are we sure our satisfactions 
are God’s gifts and blessings? He passed his grade in school, 
but he cheated. She is socially prominent, but her support 
comes from a crooked father. A wife is healthy, living in 
luxurious ease, but she has deliberately refused and avoided 
every serious life obligation. To call all our comforts God’s 
blessings is religiously dangerous and doubtful. 

I cannot escape the feeling that if we ‘Christians, espec- 
ially we preachers, had taken our cue during the World 
War from Christ and His gospel rather than from the 
State and the militarists, there would be plenty of vacant 
pulpits for all our young men today, for most of us would 
be either in prison or in the cemetery. In that light, I al- 
ways have a twinge of misgiving when I try to thank God 
that I am alive. 


“’Tis man’s perdition to be safe 
When for the truth he ought to die.” 


Even if we are reasonably sure that our comforts are 
the just rewards of honorable service, gratitude for these, 
though natural and right, certainly is not on a very high 


plane. A feeling of being well fed can hardly be rated as 
sublime. When Jesus gave thanks it was “when He took 
the cup.” 


We can be honestly thankful: (First) For a conscience 
that makes us do right and will not let us off with anything 
below our best. (Second) For a conviction that most of 
the ills of life, such as war and poverty, are not inevitable 
but preventable, by the grace of God through men of faith. 
(Third) For the friendship and influence of noble souls— 
parents, teachers, Jesus, who gave to us life’s meaning and 
value. (Fourth) For a chance to share in the redemptive 
process. 

How can we express this gratitude? (First) By telling 
God so both in private prayer and public worship. (Sec- 
ond) By fidelity to righteousness, with God. and men. 
(Third) By genuine gladness. 

“For when we gladly eat our daily bread, we bless 
The Hand that feeds us; 
And when we tread the road of Life in cheerfulness, 
Our very heart-beats praise the Love that leads us.” 


—ELMeEr L. CospLtentz, D.D. 


Reading, Pa. 
cerk oe 


WAR—AND PROFITS 


Dr. Ralph W. Sockman, who ranks high among the 
major prophets in American Protestantism, preached his 
final sermons from the pulpit of the Madison Avenue M., 
E. Church, New York, on Armistice Sunday. Beginning 
Nov. 19, the congregation worships in its new $3,500,000 
Church at Park Ave. and 60th St., to be known as Christ 
Church. 

At the services, which marked also the 50th anniversary 
of the dedication of the old Church edifice, Dr. Sockman 
recalled that in 1883, when the Church was opened, the 
nation had not fully recovered from the Civil War and 
found itself, in part at least, in the same condition as to- 
day. “But history does not repeat itself,” he said. “If 
we are headed for another war, it will be far different 
from any of its predecessors. The old and the rich will 
not sit safely on the sidelines, while the young and the poor 
go out to fight for them. There will be no sheltered secur- 
ity for the civil population. Chemical and aerial warfare 
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knows no boundary lines. The battlefields of the next war 
will not be in some far-off ‘no man’s land’, but our own 
backyards. If some of our profit-seekers could see this, 
there would be less talk about the next war. Let us make 
clear that our young men’s blood will not be spilled for old 
men's gold. Let us take the money out of munitions mak- 
ing. Let us assert that capital will be conscripted just as 
men were in the last war. Let the Church vow that never 
again will our pulpits be used as recruiting stations.” 


It is undoubtedly true, as Dr. Sockman intimates, that 
the immense improvements which have been made in all 
manner of death-dealing devices have brought about a situa- 
tion so perilous that in the next great war the women and 
children who are 5,000 miles from the front line trenches 
are likely to be in just as great danger as the men at the 
front. But no matter how awful the menace which con- 
fronts us, in the face of the prophecies of our wisest men 
that the next war will mean the death of our civilization, 
how blindly some of our most intelligent and cultured folk 
are drifting toward another world catastrophe! 


In a recent sermon Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr pointed out 
that culture has always been singularly blind to the 
“demonic” element in our common life, failing to realize 
that reason is more often the servant of passion than its 
master, ‘This demonic element is revealed,’ said Prof. 
Niebuhr, “whenever a partial human value pretends to be 
an absolute value. When the Germans pretend to give the 
values of their race absolute significance, and when the 
white people of America dignify race pride with religious 
and philosophical pretensions, that gives demonic force to 
natural sentiments of racial cohesion.” And so it has come 
about that the leaders of human thought have “reasoned” 
and coerced their followers into successive and senseless 
conflicts that have brought innumerable evils upon mankind. 
Will our youth continue to follow such blind leaders of the 
blind? There are gratifying indications that many will not 
be fooled. 


The Pennsylvanian, student newspaper at U. of P., has 
not allowed itself to be intimidated, in spite of bitter at- 
tacks upon its policy of opposition to the R. O. T. C. 
Widespread condemnation from military men and_ their 
sympathizers has merely succeeded up to date in bringing 
this stinging reply: 

“There is only one answer to the accusation that our 
policy is immature, childish and impulsive. The genera- 
tion which voices such sentiments is the generation which 
in the first place brought the last war on our heads. They 
and they alone are responsible for the conditions which 
have followed in the wake of that manslaughter. But their 
days are numbered. Arteries will harden just as brains 
have ossified. Through their stupidity and avariciousness, 
they have involved the fortunes of the world in a horrible 
chaos and have left us with the problem and almost with- 
out the means of solving it. We demand security for our 
lives, for our families and for our property. War destroys 
all stability, all justice, all progress. An older generation 
totters, just like the social structure which it built. We 
build on a new pattern.” 

Fo oe See 


CAN WE AVOID DISTURBING THE WORLD? 


It would be comforting to believe that Christianity can 
make its way in the world quietly, without stirring up resent- 
ment in those whose habits of life it seeks to reconstruct, 
or opposition from vested interests which its spirit must 
uproot. But the history of the Church gives us very little 
ground for such a belief. Quite to the contrary, history 
indicates that a thoroughgoing Christianity invariably meets 
antagonism and makes its way in the face of intellectual 
and social forces that array themselves against it. 


When Paul and Silas were brought before the magis- 
trates of Philippi, their accusers could say with a good deal 
of truth, ““These men do exceedingly trouble our city, and 
set forth customs which it is not lawful for us to receive 
or to observe, being Romans.” The religious convictions 
of these Christian missionaries, if a considerable number of 
the inhabitants of Philippi had accepted them, would with- 
out doubt have turned the life of the city upside down. 
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Indeed, if Paul and Silas had not represented a radically 
different way of thought and life, what reason could they 
have had for daring the perils of travel in those days and 
risking their lives in strange cities? They had to disturb 
the Philippians, for the religion they came to teach involved 
deep and far-reaching changes in the status quo. 

More and more of us are convinced that it is not possible 
to set forth the full gospel of Jesus as we see it today, and 
avoid the charge that we “do exceedingly trouble” the 
thinking and the daily life of the people. The rift between 
the gospel and our present civilization, so abandoned to 
material values, so engrossed in the swelling of private 
profit, so enthusiastic about the false claims of nationalism, 
is deep and wide. We cannot be true to our best insights 
and still bless the kind of industry and politics and inter- 
national policy that sits astride our world. There are those 
who say that we must oppose force with force, not trusting, 
as we have been wont, in love and sacrifice alone. What- 
ever we may think of such a reading of the nature of our 
work of redemption, we can be sure that this work cannot 
be done quietly and calmly, with no disturbance of the 
habits of individuals and no ploughing up of the ruts in 
which our institutions have established themselves. 

How disquieting a serious loyalty to Jesus may be, is il- 
lustrated by the comments of newspapers and magazines 
concerning the 10,427 ministers who recently declared their 
intention not to support or to participate in any future war. 
The New Bedford Times published an editorial saying, 
“Those 10,000 wilful persons have thereby announced they 
will not be loyal to the United States in case the United 
States finds it necessary to enter war. They should be 
deported promptly to some other land. ... To plot to ham- 
string the armed movements of one’s Nation in time of 
war is Treason. And to announce and publish in time of 
peace that one will not serve when the Nation is mortally 
imperiled is Treason of even greater virulence.” Verily, 
“these men do exceedingly trouble” us, and “set forth cus- 
toms which it is not lawful for us to receive or to observe,” 
being Americans. —F. D. W. 
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WHAT NEED IS GREATER? 


One of the most promising signs of the times is the 
deepening appreciation of the fact that the chief failure 
of the Church has been the neglect of its teaching ministry. 
The breaking down of moral strongholds, which had been 
built up through long years of struggle and were by many 
regarded as impregnable, is opening the eyes of not a few 
of our leaders to the impossibility of maintaining an ad- 
vanced position that is not supported by an intelligent faith 
and an aroused conscience. In our own fellowship, where 
the basic importance of religious education and educational 
religion has always been theoretically maintained, there 
should be no need of demonstrating the correctness of the 
theory but rather a humble and penitent confession that 
we have not practiced the theory which we profess to be- 
heve. 

It was a timely and challenging plea which Dr. Henry 
Sloane Coffin, President of Union Theological Seminary, 
made before the Presbytery of New York the other day in 
leading a symposium on “What the Church Expects of Her 
Ministers Today”. He protested that our congregations 
have become impoverished as a result of the “vestibule re- 
ligion” preached for the last few years, and declared that 
if you talk to the average college student of our day, you 
find he has a very meager concept of what religion is. ““What 
we need,” he said, “is a teaching ministry, a witnessing min- 
istry as to what the Christian life really is.’ In these days 
of gloom and depression when so many of our people have 
been severely jarred and jolted, we have not had enough 
to say about religion as a support and a solace. “The new 
leisure caused by unemployment and the five-day week 
should be utilized by pastors,” he said, “for instituting pro- 
grams of religious education in their Churches.” He cau- 
tioned against letting the movies have all this leisure time. 
“Instead of conducting campaigns and crusades, it would 


be better now to wait silently before God.” We must teach — 


line upon line, precept upon precept, carrying on with wis- 


dom and patience the basic task of instilling fundamentals — Pas 


se 


» 
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and opening up to all our people “the resources we have in 
od.” 


This is good counsel; and if Protestantism is to be per- 
petuated, we will have to wake up to this fact. Instead of 
continuing to regard this as the easiest and cheapest of the 
activities of our denomination, we will come to see that the 
prosperity of every other agency depends upon our fidelity 
to the teaching function of the Church. 

Ke 


IT HAS INTERESTING POSSIBILITIES 


With a view to knitting more closely the relations between 
pastor and congregation, we read that a Church in Rotter- 
dam, Holland, is trying an interesting experiment, which 
has awakened so much interest that it will be continued 
for the balance of the year, and may become a permanent 
institution. This Dutch innovation is as follows: “After 
the evening service the pastor, having removed his gown, 
the official robe of his office, takes a seat in front of the 
pulpit and enters into friendly conversation with members 
of the congregation on the subject of his sermon. Questions 
are asked and answered, and various points discussed in 
a friendly atmosphere, but there is nothing in the nature 
of a debate.” 

It is just possible, of course, that such an experiment 
might prove to be more successful in Holland than in Amer- 
ica. According to reports there are a number of folks in 
this section of the world who would greatly enjoy the 
privilege of “talking back”, and who might be even more 
inclined to “talk Dutch” than the people of Holland. We 
must admit also that it is not easy to discuss the points of 
a sermon unless the sermon has points. Plain talk, with 
expressed differences of opinion about what the preacher 
said, would seem a bit risky, if the reverential atmosphere 
of God’s House is to be preserved. If the conversation, as 
planned by this Dutch experiment, would remain friendly 
as well as frank, there is a possibility of much usefulness 
in such a plan. But we can conceive that the presence of a 
certain type of mind might turn the digest into an inquest. 

oe 


“HARK, WHAT MEAN THOSE HOLY VOICES?” 


December brings us Christmas, with all its sweet and 
hallowed memories, its majestic, soul-stirring music, its 
manifold ministries of good-will and kindness. For our 
Memory Hymn we have chosen the most popular and per- 
haps the best of all the compositions of the Rev. John Ca- 
wood, a clergyman of the Church of England, born in 1775 
in Derbyshire. This noble Christmas Hymn was first pub- 
lished in 1819, in Cotterill’s “Selection”. It brings to us 
in simplicity and dignity the message of the angelic song 
which filled the sky with music on that wondrous night in 
the little town of Bethlehem. Today, when so many of the 
world’s clamorous and confusing voices are dinned into 
our ears, we need especially to get away from the blare and 
confusion of selfish claims and pleas, and must school our- 
selves to listen to “the still, smail voice” as it repeats to 
us this heavenly music. May the coming Christmas season 
mark the re-birth and quickening of the spirit of Christ 


in all our hearts! 
Kk OK Ox 


A TERRIBLE “BREAK” 


All readers of the Philadelphia Inquirer know that it is 
a dripping Wet paper and a flat-footed supporter of a com- 
mercialized Sunday. All of its readers know how it per- 
sistently proclaimed the blessings that would come to our 
nation if beer and rum were again freely offered to the 
people. They also know how it rejoiced in the repeal of 
the 18th Amendment and went into almost a frenzy of 
exultation when the majority of the voters of Pennsylvania 
kicked God’s Fourth Commandment into the ash-can. 

Now, behold, the terrible “break” the editor made in 
the issue of November 14. In an editorial he discussed 
the dangers of inadequate exits for the immense crowds 
attending amusements given in the great stadiums, and 
commends the methods for relieving the crushes at the 
exits. He says, “They are particularly desirable in the 
face of perils created by irresponsibles who imbibe too 
freely from their flasks—one of the serious detractions 
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which mar the pleasure of attending the otherwise exhilar- 
ating sport of autumn in these modern days.” 

Ponder these words of the editor—‘“perils”, “irrespons- 
ibles” and “their flasks’ “mar the pleasure”. Imagine it! 
The Editor of the Inquirer boldly admitting that “irrespon- 
sibles and whiskey” constitute a peril and mar the pleasure 
of others. What a “break”! Repealists should call him 
to account, warn him to forget the perils of whiskey, and 
stress only the glorious benefits that will come to all when 
whiskey can again be had for the asking and the price— 
and is blatantly advertised on all sides. 

Strange indeed that the editor just woke up to the fact 
that whiskey and irresponsibles are a peril to life and limb. 
Why, he really adds a slight touch of respectability to the 
contentions of the Drys, whom he loves to lambast and 
characterize in his cartoons as long-faced, kill-joy parsons, 
and yet seeks to publish the works and pictures of these 
“kill-joy”, “‘visionless”, parsons. Unwittingly, Wets will 
wonder where his wits were at the time—he has endorsed 
one of the main positions of the Drys, that whiskey makes 
men and women irresponsible, and that just in proportion 
to the amount imbibed they became a peril to limb and life, 
peace and happiness. 

The cold facts that no Wet can set aside are, that whiskey 
always makes for irresponsibility; that now, as the editor 
admits, there are enough irresponsible whiskey drinkers to 
mar an afternoon’s pleasure for thousands of people and 
they are now a peril to the people; that everywhere in this 
land each community has its quota of irresponsible whiskey 
drinkers and hence that every community faces this. peril! 

That the more easily men and women can secure whiskey, 
the greater the number of irresponsible whiskey drinkers 
will be and the greater the peril to limb and life; that in 
the history of civilization no irresponsible man or woman 
has ever been made responsible by giving him or her the 
things which make them irresponsible. 

What a “break”! What a “break”! 


—Now and Then. 
Kk Ox Ox 


SUPPOSE 


Suppose a congregation had failed to balance its budget, 
and debts were mounting higher monthly. Suppose the 
Consistory met and decided to meet the situation in the 
easiest and cruelest way by cutting in half the salary of the 
pastor, organist and sexton, though agreeing that these 
faithful servants of the Church needed every cent they had 
been getting in order to live decently in that community 
and rear their children. Suppose the officials of the nation 
were at the same time engaged in a comprehensive plan to 
bring about a recovery in business and industry and were 
fostering a “Buy Now” campaign. Suppose the congrega- 
tion above referred to had a platform calling for Christian 
treatment of employes, minimum wages, and other planks 
in a program of social justice. Suppose a passer-by raised 
the question whether the Church of Christ in its business 
dealings should not set an example which could safely be 
followed by other organizations, instead of taking an ac- 
tion which, if generally followed, would plunge our entire 
social order into ruin. Well, in that case, what would you 
say about it? Of course, this is only a hypothetical ques- 
tion, and it might apply to a Board of the Church as well 
as to a single congregation. 

ak x 


“LOVE THAT NEVER FAILED” 


Dr. John van Schaick, Jr., Editor of The Christian 
Leader (Boston), is one of the ablest writers in the field 
of religious journalism, as well as one of the most genial 
and companionable of men. The MESSENGER has referred 
on previous occasions to his delightful volumes, of which 
a half dozen have now been published. The latest is a book 
of ‘Memories of the World War’, under the title, “Love 
That Never Failed”. Having served as Commissioner to 
Belgium of the American Red Cross during those awful 
days, Dr. van Schaick gives out of his own experiences an 
intimate and appealing portrayal of heroic deeds and grac- 
ious human ministries in the face of death and destruction, 
It is no eulogy of war, but a vivid picture of the fact that 
“sreat good often comes out of men, even if they have to 
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bow their necks to the yoke of war.” (279 pp., $1. Uni- 
versalist Pub. House, Boston). It is good news also that 
this is not likely to be the last volume from this fertile pen, 
for Dr. van Schaick as an editor passes judgment on his 
own brain children, and he admits he “never yet has com- 
mitted infanticide.” You'll certainly enjoy the reading of 
this book, 
oe, 
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THE PARABLE OF THE PARTY LINE 


Oh, dear me, not the story of how you tried to get a 
number and failed, because your neighbor was gossiping 
with her neighbor—both disengaged for thirty minutes. 
That is a sad story, especially when you have an important 
call to put through. 


This is a dissertation on the party line as an index of the 
manners and morals of those who share the line with you. 
There is the loutish person who rings up central without 
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first lifting the receiver to discover whether anyone is 
speaking. He comes first. Told that the line is busy, he 
hangs up with a bang and without an apology. There is the 
inquisitive person who quietly takes down the receiver and 
listens in on a conversation ; also without an apology. There 
is the subscriber who never answers the ‘phone on_the first, 
second or even the third call. And when he finally says, 
“hello”, it is in an offensively languid way and without an 
apology for keeping you waiting. There is, next, the 
chronic fault-finder. Everything is wrong, and she informs. 
the management about her grievances. 

And, on the other hand, there is the pleasant-voiced 
friend who may have been very busy at the time you called 
her away from the bridge table, or the baking table and 
oven, but she is always cheery and sweet and it’s a delight 
to hold converse with her for a few brief minutes. And 
there’s the lonely childless couple who are old and who both- 
rush to the telephone when you call them to extend felicita- 
tions upon another birthday, or a quick recovery from a 
threatened illness. 

The party line is a test of temper, of self-control, of 
patience. More, and this is the moral: the man whose man- 
ners are above reproach over the ‘phone, will surely be a 
gentleman elsewhere. So, watch your telephone manners, 


which are a dead give-away concerning the kind of breed- 
ing and training you have had, and now possess. 


Garlands of Praise for Thanksgiving Day 


HAVE WE CAUSE FOR 
THANKSGIVING? 


Edw. C. Stuebi 


Because of the miserable depression that 
has come upon us, millions and millions of 
people, in this country and throughout the 
world, have less of the material things 
than they had three or four years ago. 
Losses have visited every home, losses of 
luxuries, money, property and, in some in- 
stances, of the very home itself. As a 
result some have lost courage and have 
given way to grief and despair; for we 
need not go far to meet gloomy persons, 
worried persons, persons in the grip of 
destructive fear. How then, in the face 
of all these losses, can we still be thank- 
ful? 


Surely not by pondering over the losses 
and giving way to worry and fear, and 
collapse. The losses we have sustained 
challenge us to take inventory, to the end 
that we may discover what we still have 
by way of permanent assets, assets which 
cannot be swept away by depressions, 
which are not dependent upon booms, and 
for which we can be truly grateful. A 
little reflection reveals many things for 
which we can be thankful. Space does 
not permit us to mention all the things 
that have abiding value. Suffice it to re- 
call to our memory three things for which 
every man, woman and child ought to be 
thankful. 

Above all, we still have life, and life 
enables us to start all over again and, 
upon the wreckage of the past, build a 
nobler life, a more useful life. Is not that 
cause for thanksgiving, that the opportu- 
nity is still ours to make a better use of 
this precious gift—life? 

Again, we still have the privilege of 
prayer. Some one called prayer, the great- 
est force in the universe. True, prayer 
does not change our surroundings; prayer 
does not, as by magic, restore the things 
we have lost; but prayer changes us and 
brings us into harmony with the Unseen, 
enabling Him to turn our losses into gain, 
eternal gain. Then too, in prayer we are 
drawn to each other, enabling us to recog- 


HARMONY 


Frosty earth, sunny sky; 
Fleecy clouds floating high, 
All is perfect; wonder why. 


Kitchen cheery, parlor neat; 
Shining eyes, dancing feet; 
Voices happy, voices sweet. 


Everyone feeling fine; 
Everything keeping time; 
Sweet the breeze as gentle rhyme. 


And on such a day as this— 
Full of harmony and bliss, 
Thankful words can’t be amiss. 


—Aletha Jane Reider. 


nize one another as the children of the 
living God. Arguments may prove that 
Jews and Gentiles have nothing in com- 
mon, But in prayer we feel alike, and 
thus we are brought into that union of 
heart and mind that realizes the prayer of 
the Master, “That they all might be one.” 
The privilege of prayer alone is sufficient 
cause for thanksgiving, 


Despite the desolation and destruction 
all around us, we still know our Heavenly 
Father cares, we still are beneath the ever- 
lasting arms, we still have the assurance 
that all things work together for good to 
them that love God. And how soothing it 
is to know “that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love 
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

The gift of life which still is ours, the 
privilege of prayer which neither depres- 
sion nor boom can take away from us, and 
the assurance of God’s abiding presence 
offer abundant cause for gratitude on this 
National Memorial of Thanksgiving. 


Holyoke, Mass. 


. 
THANKSGIVING DAY—WHY AND 
HOW USE IT? 


Ss. R. Brenner 


“The great American sin,” some one has 
said, “is forgetfulness of God.” If this be 
true, and there is every likelihood that it 
is, it reveals how far we as a nation have 
fallen from the high standard of our fore- 
fathers. Over three hundred years ago, 
immediately following their first harvest 
season in this country, the Pilgrim Fathers 
set aside a day for the express purpose of 
rendering thanks to God for His providen- 
tial blessings. This day, since become 
known as Thanksgiving Day, is annually 
observed throughout our land as a national 
holiday. Yet, despite the annual oceur- 
rence of this day, it may be largely true 
that we Americans are forgetful of God. 
A special day for the giving of thanks we 
indeed have, but only steadily diminishing 
numbers of our citizens use it for its pri- 
mary purpose—that of gathering together 
in the appointed places of worship to thank 
the Giver of every good and perfect gift. 

The great mass of our people today use 
Thanksgiving Day for feasting and for 
sports. We are not unmindful of the fact 
that these have from the first had their 
place in the observance of the day. The 
Pilgrim Fathers indulged in the sport of 
hunting preceding this day and doubtless 
to some extent on it, and certainly feast- 
ing characterized the first and every sue- 
ceeding observance of the day. But pri- 
marily it was a day for giving thanks to 
God; this duty having been attended to, 
the other things were in order. 


We recognize the necessity and advis- 
ability, in keeping with a changing world, 
of-some alteration in the observance of 
Thanksgiving Day in our age. Yet never 
can we recognize as legitimate or helpful 
the present-day neglect of the primary pur- 
pose of the day. Feasting, football, hunt- 
ing, ete, are all very good in their place, 
but never must they be allowed to so 
monopolize our thought and time as actu- — 
ally to make it a “Sports Day,” rather - 
than one for the giving of thanks. The 
demands of an unwise economie order may 
be blamed (and to some extent justly so), — 
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for the gradual subversion of this day 
which has been taking place. But the re- 
strictions of the N. R. A., which doubtless 
shall become permanent, allow ample leis- 
ure time for the proper enjoyment of these 
natural desires, that they no longer need 
be gained at the expense of the real pur- 
pose of Thanksgiving Day. We ought to 
have sufficient intelligence, spirituality and 
strength of will, no matter how strong our 
inclination may be otherwise, to use a por- 
tion of the day for its intended purpose— 
giving thanks to God “in the appointed 
places of worship.” 

So, as we in this year of 1933 bethink 
ourselves of the innumerable “common- 
place” blessings daily bestowed upon us in- 
dividually and as a nation, of hope reborn, 
and of order beginning to appear out of 
our economic chaos, let us remember to 
go into the Sanctuary on Thanksgiving 
Day and give thanks to Him who never 
forgets nor forsakes His children—and let 
us leave there an offering to be used to 
help those less fortunate than ourselves! 
This is the true spirit of Thanksgiving 
Day. 

Christ Church, 

Bethlehem, Pa. 


BOTH A DUTY AND A PRIVILEGE 
By M. D. Slifer 


Gratitude is one of the chief notes 
sounded by the Christian religion. The 
book of Psalms reverberates with thanks- 
givings; the New Testament reveals on 
almost every page the grateful heart of 
its author. St. Paul, who endured many 
hardships as a good soldier of Jesus Christ, 
was never unable to say, “I thank my 
God,’ and “I thank Jesus Christ.” Our 
Lord, even in the night in which He was 
betrayed, “gave thanks.” The Heidelberg 
Catechism raises the question, “Since then 
we are redeemed from our misery by grace 
through Christ, without any merit of ours, 
why must we do good works?” And the 
answer in part follows: “That with our 
whole life we may show ourselves thank- 
ful to God.” Gratitude is also written 
large across the pages of our devotional 
literature. Our congregations of worship- 
ers do not proceed very far in the Lord’s 
Day Service before striking the note of 
thanksgiving. We find it in the Gloria 
in Excelsis, it is the theme of many of 
our great hymns, and the prayer which 
follows the Collect for the day gives clas- 
sic expression to our desire to thank God 
for His blessings. The great Thanksgiv- 
ing in the Communion service is perhaps 
the finest statement of gratitude in the 
English language. Underlying all the 
praises of our liturgies there is the music 
of many thankful hearts. 

In a time when many are sure that they 
have nothing for which to be grateful, 
and others feel that they have been strip- 
ped bare of everything which made life 
worth living, and all of us are confronted 
with privation and called upon to make 
sacrifices which in better times we would 
not need to make, it is proper to ask our- 
selves whether we can continue the grace 
of thanksgiving, which so characterized 
the life of our forefathers, or must we set 
it aside and perhaps recover it again in a 
more prosperous day? In answering this 
question we ought to bear in mind two 
things about gratitude: first, it is some- 
times the only response we can make to 
the good things which life thrusts upon us. 
Sooner or later every child comes to re- 
alize that his parents made tremendous 
sacrifices in order that he might enjoy ad- 
vantages, and when that time comes he 
finds to his amazement that the only re- 
sponse he can make is one of thankfulness. 
He knows that there is nothing which will 
be acceptable to his parents except genu- 
ine gratitude. We think of the freedom 
which we enjoy, both civil and ecclesias- 
tical, and we remember that not one of 
us had anything to do with bringing it to 
these shores. It is something that has 
been thrust upon us, and the only adequate 
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response we can make is to be thankful 
for it. As a nation we, are not subject 
to any foreign monarch, yet not one of us 
starved or froze at Valley Forge, or turn- 
ed a hand in order to win the liberty we 
enjoy, nor indeed were we given the op- 
portunity to help. It is one of the things 
which has been thrust upon us, and there 
is nothing we can do about it now except 
to be thankful. We depend for our physi- 
eal life upon laws which we do not under- 
stand and upon forces which we cannot 
control. We cannot command the grain 
field to bring forth its harvest, but we can 
be thankful! 

Second, it is a curious fact that people 
to whom apparently the least was given, 
have been the most thankful. St. Paul 
writes to the Corinthians: “Even unto this 
present, hour we both hunger, and thirst, 
and are naked, and are buffeted, and we 
have no certain dwelling place.” Yet in 
all things He gave thanks and taught the 
disciples so to do. The Pilgrims who land- 


JUST GRATITUDE 
(A Song of Thanksgiving) 


It takes but little to remove 
The bitter from the sweet 
Of life’s swift passing day; 
It takes but little grace to prove 
That all the joys of Eden meet 
Along the rugged way 
Where gratitude, like angel wings, 
Broods over the abysmal things 
That otherwise dismay. 


’Tis man’s ingratitude that takes 
The gladness from the rain 
That fills the laughing pools; 
’Tis man’s ingratitude that makes 
The harvest’s golden grain 
The sport of frenzied fools; 
But gratitude, with pure delight, 
Shines through the darkness, heals 
the blight, 
And glory over-rules! 


Why lose the many things possessed 
In all the fruitful field 
And forest solitude— 
Why stray so far from peace in 
quest 
Of things that never yield 
But discontent and feud— 
When all there is of Heaven waits 
Close by the open, blissful gates 
Of joyous gratitude? 


—Henry A. Bomberger. 
Nov. 7, 1933. 


ed on “stern New England’s barren shore,” 
did not have enough money when they 
left England to buy extra shoe leather for 
their shoes, and they pledged seven years’ 
labor in America for their passage, yet 
they celebrated the first Thanksgiving. All 
of which reminds us that the real ground 
for thanksgiving is not material wealth, 
but opportunities for serving God and hu- 
manity. And such opportunities are not 
wanting today. We can strive to bring 
something of justice and fairness in our in- 
dustrial relationships; we can work for 
international goodwill; we can bring faith 
and hope to a skeptical and disillusioned 
generation; we can, if we will, make God 
real to a world which is in desperate need 
of Him. 

If life has given us any of its better 
things, if God has given us any work to 
do, let us at this Thanksgiving time think 
of these things. “In everything give 
thanks: for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus concerning you.” 


Pennsburg, Pa. 


SPIRITUAL THANKSGIVING 
A. Augustus Welsh 


So far as the Christian is concerned there 
should never be any “problem” of thanks- 
giving. If that ever does arise, be assur- 
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ed that the person in question is very far 
removed from the fundamental spirit of 
Jesus, Paul, and the true faith of God. 
Naturally enough, there is one testimony 
in which the Bible, secular history and 
early tradition combine; it is this: that the 
early followers of the Cross, in spite of 
persecution and suffering, ceaselessly offer- 
ed thanks to God. If this be indicative of 
true faith, it is most expedient that many 
of us today rethink this “Jesus whom the 
multitudes proclaim.” 

Turn to the New Testament. Search it 
from cover to cover. Not one thanksgiy- 
ing prayer or event is dedicated to “grati- 
tude for material blessings.” Here is the 
content, rather: “I thank God for the un- 
speakable care which He has placed in 
the hearts of those who watch over me.” 
“T thank God for His lovingkindness, for 
the faith of the faithful, for their love, 
their patience in hope, for my spiritual 
strength, and for salvation from sin.” 
“Thanks be to God who giveth us the vie- 
tory through Jesus Christ, who made us 
and gave us the right to be partakers of 
the inheritances of the saints.” And then, 
as though one of the Apostles was afraid 
something might be forgotten, we read in 
Thessalonians, “In everything give thanks, 
for this is the will of God in Christ to 
you-ward.” 

It does take real faith to train one’s 
thanks upon these spiritual objects, for 
they include, as the “everything” of Paul 
intimates, both prosperity and adversity. 
Nevertheless, it is that faith that over- 
came the world. What a contrast between 
that faith and this vitiated one we have 
today. Thanksgiving is inextricably inter- 
woven with our faith. When the first 
goes, there can remain no thanksgiving. 
Certainly those whose faith bridles only 
the steed of material progress have no 
thanksgiving to offer this year. But this 
is never the attitude of the Christian. The 
spiritual son of the real Christ, as he re- 
views his past wherein he has watched the 
fall of his empire and the decline of his 
wealth, will drop to his knees with joy 
and thank God for those divine powers 
which raise man above the ruins of his 
own world to the happy realm of content- 
ment with God. 


Ashland, Pa. 


THANKSGIVING IS POSSIBLE! 
Cc. Earl Gardner 


Thanksgiving is not easy for America 
with its humanistic self-sufficiency, with 
its blatant materialism, with its soulless 
economic order. Thanksgiving seems out 
of place with much that is characteristic 
of America. As with the Israelites, whom 
in their luxurious self-satisfaction Amos 
roundly scored, we say: “Have we not 
taken to us horns by our own strength?”, 
and that seems to make thanksgiving un- 
necessary and illogical. And yet, though 
giving of thanks may be difficult, it is pos- 
sible both individually and nationally, and 
can be realistic. 

We must remember, however, that lazy 
contentment and mere animal satisfaction 
are not thanksgiving. Thanksgiving is the 
joyous response of the heart to the good- 
ness of God, but it is a definite, a willed 
response. Thanksgiving means conscious 
thanksliving. 

Since this is so, it implies or rather pre- 
supposes a recognition that God exists. 
Too much of our life looks as if we did 
not accord that recognition. Perhaps too 
many of our religious leaders have done 
what Maude Royden charged some of the 
religious leaders of England with doing: 
“They walk around looking as if God were 
dead.” So that it is not to be wondered 
that the irreligious and many of the so- 
called religious have forgotten that God 
exists. Surely, unless we believe that “God 
is, and that He is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek Him,” we will have little 
urge for thanksgiving. Once we recover, 
as individuals and as a people, the con- 
vietion that God exists and is ruling in 
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His universe, then thanksgiving not only 
becomes possible, but eventually it becomes 
a logical necessity. Unless, of course, we 
believe in a God of blind force and in- 
justice. 

For, coupled with the recognition that 
God exists, there must also be a realization 
that God is good. The urge to give thanks 
is greatest when there is a due sense of 
all God’s mereies. Multitudes of people 
today cannot sincerely engage in thanks- 
giving, because they do not have any clear 
realization of God’s goodness and love. 
They either overlook, or through practical 
difficulties cannot accept, the very funda- 
mental fact that this is a friendly uni- 
verse, a moral universe, in which the good- 
ness and mercy and love of God abound 
to the making of moral personality. If 
only somehow we could catch the spirit 
of the Psalmists, who ery out in trium- 
phant joy at the great goodness and mer- 
ciful lovingkindness of the God who “for- 
giveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all 
thy diseases; who redeemeth thy life from 
destruction; who crowneth thee with lov- 
ingkindness and tender mercies; who satis- 
fieth thy mouth with good things,” or the 
spirit of Jesus whose joy was full even 
under the shadow of the Cross, then indeed 
would thanksgiving not only be possible, 
but inevitable. 

But perhaps before we can entirely re- 
alize God’s goodness, we must learn with 
Paul both how to abound and how to be 
abased. That is, that the good things and 
the hard things of life both serve a moral 
purpose, and the goodness of God is not 
negated by hardship and adversity. In 
time of prosperity we must learn how to 
abound, and in time of adversity we must 
learn how to be abased, so that withal God 
is neither forgotten nor condemned, but 
rather praised. We must learn that in the 
man-made world which absorbs so much 
of our energy there is much of evil and 
injustice, but in the God-made universe 
“all things work together for good to them 
that love God.’ Yes, thanksgiving is pos- 
sible! “O that men would praise the Lord 


A SONG OF THANKSGIVING 


My God, I thank Thee, Who hast 
made 
The earth so bright; 
So full of splendor and of joy, 
Beauty and light, 
So many glorious things are here, 
Noble and right. 


I thank Thee, too, that Thou hast 
made 
Joy to abound; 
So many gentle thoughts and deeds 
Circling us round; 
That in the darkest spot of earth 
Some love is found. 


I thank Thee more that all our joy 
Is touched with pain; 
That shadows fall on brightest hours, 
That thorns remain; 
So that earth’s bliss may be our 
guide, 
And not our chain. 


I thank Thee, Lord, that Thou hast 
kept 
The best in store; 
We have enough, yet not too much, 
To long for more; 
A yearning for a deeper peace 
Not known before. 


I thank Thee, Lord, that here our 
souls, 
Though amply blest, 
Can never find, although they seek, 
A perfect rest; 
Nor ever shall, until they lean 
On Jesus’ breast. 


—Adelaide A. Procter. 


for His goodness, and for His wonderful 
works to the children of men!” 
Roaring Spring, Pa. 


REDEEMING LOVE—AND YOUR 
THANKFULNESS 
By Harrison Lerch, Jr. 

The first general prayer of The Regular 
Service on the Lord’s Day as found in the 
“Order of Worship” is a prayer of thanks- 
giving. It voices the humble thanks of 
the people for God’s goodness and loving- 
kindness. It praises God for creation, 
preservation and all the blessings of this 
life. It does not stop with this. It goes 
on to praise God above all else, for His 
“inestimable love in the redemption of the 
world by our Lord, Jesus Christ.” How 
true a statement! How well-chosen the 
adjective describing God’s love! The 
prayer claims that the love which sent 
Jesus to redeem the world cannot be esti- 
mated by the human mind. How great is 
the need today for the love which re- 
deems! Shall we not give hearty thanks 
to Him who can supply us abundantly with 
that kind of love? 

Shall we not be grateful for the repre- 
sentative of that love, Jesus Christ, 
through whom the world is being redeem- 
ed? It is through Him that we find the 
way to the Father of us all. It is through 
His living personality that the greatest 


‘invitation in the world keeps coming to us 


each day: “Come to Me, all you toiling 
and burdened ones, and I will give you rest. 
Take My yoke upon you and learn from 
Me; for I am gentle and lowly in heart, 
and you shall find rest for your souls. For 
My yoke is useful, and My burden feels 
light.” 

I will always be thankful for the fellow- 
worker in the Kingdom who showed me 
the richness of that invitation. I hope 
to pass some of it on to others. Let us be 
thankful that Jesus invites us to take His 
yoke upon our shoulders. Let us accept. 
By living close to Him, let us learn how 
He can help us bear our burdens and can 
provide the needed refreshment for our 
souls, 

During the Thanksgiving season and 
throughout the year let us offer praise and 
thanksgiving unto Him whose redeeming 
love has given Christ to the world. ~ 


Mercersburg, Pa. 


GIVING THANKS 
Elmer G. Leinbach 


True thankfulness has always had a very 
large part in the lives of people most 
worth while. In spite of this, if there is 
one thing lacking today more than any 
other, even in the realm of religion, it is 
the spirit of gratitude. If one’s ears are 
open, we hear people say that they have 
“nothing to be thankful for.” There must 
be something woefully wrong with such; 
for if the truth were only known, there 
are few, if any, who could not find some- 
thing to be thankful for if they would only 
stop and think. Here is where the trou- 
ble really lies: People simply do not pause 
to think. “Thank” and “Think” are very 
closely related. A thinking person will 
naturally be thankful. An unthinking per- 
son will take much for granted. He ac- 
cepts the manifold gifts of God, but how 
many times does he fail to recognize the 
gracious Giver? Many people eat and drink, 
enjoy good health, wealth and pleasure; 
they even boast of their possessions; they 
revel in their liberty and glory in their 
country, but never stop a moment to give 
thanks to the Giver of all these good and 
perfect gifts. 

In the observance of our National 
Thanksgiving Day, let us remember that 
it should not be merely a day of thought 
for material blessings received, but also a 
day of thought for the more important and 
imperishable things in life. In our 
thoughtless way of living, these are often 
lost sight of. Shall we not call these, 
courage, faith and love? How much these 
attributes are needed in this present day 
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of national crisis! We have ample oppor- 
tunity to exercise all three in these trou- 
blesome times. 

Shall we go on receiving everything that 
happens to come our way, without a 
thought of giving anything in return? To- 
day, our Nation, our State and its many 
communities, as well as our Church, need 
us as they have never needed us before. 
Will they look in vain for the exercise of 
our courage, faith and love? Let us hope 
that our sense of thankfulness will prompt 
us to prove ourselves worthy of the good- 
ness of Him whose cause we espouse. “It 
is a joy to give thanks to the Eternal.” 


Palmyra, Pa. 


THE THANKSGIVINGS OF CHRIST 
Paul T. Stonesifer 

The Gospels record four occasions on 
which our Lord is said to have given 
thanks. It is not to be supposed that only 
four times in His life did He offer up 
thanks to the Father, but these occasions 
at least indicate the things for which Lle 
was particularly thankful. 

1. He gave thanks before He divided 
the loaves and fishes to the 5,000. He fol- 
lowed the good impulse we feel when we 
“say grace” before meat, thanking God for 
daily food. 

2. He gave thanks in the Upper Room 
before He gave the Bread and the Wine 
to the apostles in the first Lord’s Supper. 
Therefore we err when we make the at- 
mosphere of the Communion funereal; He 
made it a eucharist, a thanksgiving. 

3. He gave thanks for the assurance of 
God’s help in doing God’s work. Standing 
before the sealed tomb of Lazarus He ex- 
claimed, “I thank Thee that Thou heardest 
Me. I knew that Thou hearest Me al- 
ways.” 

4. There was a fourth occasion when He 
lifted up His eyes to heaven and eried, “I 
thank Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, that Thou hast hid these things 
from the wise and prudent and hast re- 
vealed them unto babes.” 

St. Matthew reports that at the end of 
a chapter full of discouragements (Matt. 
11). John the Baptist had sent to Him to 


THANKSGIVING 


Through Europe, Asia, Africa, 
America—the world, 


All countries are prepared for war, 
At all is challenge hurled; 

Security and joy no more 
Throughout the earth prevail, 

In striving to give birth to peace, 
Lands writhe in deep travail. 


But yet, all lands should hopeful be 
On this Thanksgiving Day, 

That clouds that threaten now, may 

soon 

On calm winds float away; 

That close together nations cleave, 
No prejudice divide, 

United be in brotherhood, 
Beneath God’s Heaven wide. 


America must lead the way 
In bringing this about, 


E’en though depression walks her 
streets, 


And timid souls may doubt; 
What though prosperity has fled, 

What though a dark sky lowers? 
To set an erring world aright, 

Thank God the chance is ours! 


—wWalter Esmer. 
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ask, “Art Thou He that should come or 
look we for another?” There was such un- 
belief and spiritual coldness in the cities 
where most of His mighty works were done 
that He began to upbraid those cities, and 
said that it would be more tolerable for 
Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment 
than for Bethsaida and Chorazin. 

St. Luke, on the other hand, places this 
saying in connection with the return of 
the Seventy from their preaching tour, 
that is, St. Luke make this an utterance 
of supreme joy (Luke 10). 
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No doubt Jesus said this on both ocea- 
sions. Whether in discouragement or tri- 
umph He thanked God for the fellowship 
of simple faithful hearts. The sense that 
there were spiritual children, meek and 
lowly in heart, who were being saved by 
His truth heartened Him in discourage- 
ment and heightened His joy in success. 


For these things, then, our Lord gave 
thanks—for simple food, for spiritual com- 
munion, for the assurance of God’s help 
when we seek to do His will, and for hu- 
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man fellowship in the things that are love- 
ly and true and of good report. 


Do His disciples not still know these 
things? Can any depression affect their 
great preciousness? Having them, do we 
not know how to abound? Here are the 
perennial reasons for thanksgivings; even 
in 1933 “it is enough for the disciple that 
he be as his Master, and the servant as 
his Lord.” 


Mt. Pleasant, Pa. 


American Churchman Interviews Hitler 


(A Letter of Great Interest from Dr. Cuartes S. MacraRLAnp, General Secretary Emeritus of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America) 


An hour spent with Chancellor Adolf 
Hitler yesterday afforded opportunity for 
an interesting study of the man. Let it 
be said at once that the world is dealing 
with a personality of tremendous will pow- 
er. In conversation he is the same Hitler 
that he is in his book and on the rostrum. 
He wastes no time in the exchange of 
compliments and says nothing about the 
weather, but goes directly into the sub- 
ject to be discussed. Almost entirely 
lacking in the sense of humor, he never 
seems to relax and is at every moment 
intense, earnest, serious, severe and grave. 
He takes everything very seriously, in- 
cluding his own office and self. It is said 
that he reserves his smiles and pleasantries 
for little children, although he himself is 
unmarried. In him the world is facing a 
dynamic personality. 

My conference with him was on the 
matter of Church and State relationships. 
He asked for my frank and full reactions 
to the present situation and was so deeply 
interested that the allotted 20 minutes 
stretched to nearly an hour. In his re- 
sponses he was quick, vigorous and direct, 
sometimes a bit dogmatic. For example, 
when I informed him that the protesting 
elements among the pastors, against the 
present Church regime, felt that they had 
not been able to get their case before him, 
he said at once, “Please tell them for me 
to come and I will give them a full hear- 
ing.” 

One could easily see why and how Hit- 
ler dominates the German people. Of his 
honesty and sincerity, his devotion to the 
German people, his personal integrity, his 
willingness to sacrifice himself, one can 
have no doubt; and that goes a long way 
with many of the people. He himself has 
persuaded them that he has saved them 
from a ruthless and destructive Commun- 
ism. Again and again was this repeated 
to me and not infrequently with the addi- 
tion, “He is a man sent of God.” 

The fact is that for domestic purposes 


and consumption his strategy is flawless— 
from the political point of view. 

When, however, we turn to his foreign 
policy, he is thus far a sad failure. He 
has at times been weak to the point of 
childishness. He knows Germany and Ger- 
mans, but understands little of the rest 
of mankind. He has isolated Germany 
from the world of both nations and peo- 
ples. Take the Jewish situation. When 
he finds that the peoples of outside na- 
tions are protesting, he thinks to stop it 
by a boyeott of German Jews, which, of 
course, simply intensified it. Just as the 
world was getting ready to demand revi- 
sion of the Treaty of Versailles, he turns 
its sympathies the other way. Correspond- 
ents in Geneva write me that if he had 
waited until the Disarmament ‘Conference 
met instead of bolting beforehand, there 
was at least a chance of a sympathetic 
hearing. In any event, it would have been 
better diplomacy. 

He has no constructive foreign policy; 
it is all negative. One wonders also why, 
in the Jewish situation, he did not have 
consultation looking towards a positive 
and constructive solution. The result is 
that the self-respecting German people are 
now humiliated by having a commission of 
other nations taking care of German refu- 
gees, many of most of whom had all the 
rights of German citizenship. I am cred- 
ibly informed that leading Jews, men of 
high standing, asked for a round-table con- 
ference and were refused. Refusal to con- 
sult is never justifiable. 

Hitler had a good case before the world 
regarding the Versailles Treaty, but he 
himself is partly, if not entirely, to blame 
for its loss. He has a one-track mind, 
which is the cause of both his success and 
his failure. As for the National Socialist 
movement, its director of Foreign Affairs, 
Dr. Rosenberg, would be far more success- 
ful on some other job, if I may judge by 
my half-hour with him. 

Certain observations that the Chancel- 


lor made would indicate that he is now 
beginning to be worried over his isolation. 
In the matter of foreign policy he suffers 
also from his book, written 10 years ago, 
much of which he would not write now. 
He might well have learned something 
from Mussolini in foreign affairs. The 
Duce was not long in discovering that the 
world was larger than Italy and Fascism. 


Is there a war-spirit in Germany I do 
not think so, any more than in any other 
country. The demonstrations, marches and 
counter-marches and endless processions, 
the constant flourish of Roman salutes, 
waving of flags and all the rest of it, are 
expressions of an intensified nationalism, 
largely excited by the aroused youth of 
the nation. But—of course this might all 
be easily turned into militancy. 


There are two possibilities of Nazi 
downfall. “A man sent from God” is ex- 
pected to work miracles. The German peo- 
ple may be disillusioned in the matter of 
economic recovery and_ re-employment. 
Then also, whether all of Hitler’s under- 
chiefs are inwardly loyal, may be a ques- 
tion. 


How much unexpressed resistance is 
there among the German people, against 
the absolute loss of freedom of press and 
speech? I think there is a good deal. 
Thoughtful men have said to me, “Well, 
we accept it (National Socialism) as the 
least of two evils” (referring to dreaded 
Bolshevism). One man, a most intense 
German, deseribed the present government 
as being nothing short of .Bolshevism 
turned around. Religiously minded people 
are disturbed by the new cult, the so- 
called “Teutonic religion” promoted by the 
Nazi leader, Alfred Rosenberg. No one 
ean tell what fires may be burning in un- 
seen consciences. 

(Since the above was written an Asso- 
ciated Press dispatch, on Nov. 16, states 
the German Christian Church will rescind 
the much-criticized “Aryan” statute.—Ed.) 


The Oxford Movement and Its Influence on Mercersburg 


CHARLES E, SCHAEFFER, D. D. 


(Those interested in Reformed Church history will find this a revealing and stimulating document) 


(Continued from last week) 


We shall now turn to consider a few of 
the fundamental and far-reaching princi- 
ples which underlay this Movement. It 
was, of course, a reaction against current 
liberalism, and against a corrupt condi- 
tion in Chureh and State. As such it was 
only one phase of a reactionary tendency 
that made itself felt on the Continent of 
Europe as well as in Great Britain. There 
was a great Catholic revival in the 19th 
Century. There was a universal reaction 
against the so-called Enlightenment and 
the Revolution. The question then, as al- 
ways, was where is the seat of authority? 


There were four answers to this question. 
First, in the Chureh; second, in the 
Seripture; third, in reason, and fourth, in 
experience. Now, the Protestants posited 
authority in the Seriptures. The Bible is 
the only rule of faith. There was no other 
appeal than to the written Word. This 
was known as the Formal Principle of the 
Reformation. The rationalists found ulti- 
mate authority in the reason, in intel- 
lectual processes. Rationalism had its or- 
igin, like the Reformation, on German soil. 
At the first it appeared as a shallow, pop- 
ular “Aufklaering” or Enlightenment, but 
afterwards through Kant and Hegel it as- 


sumed a more scientific form, and later 
burst out with terrific onslaught in the 
critical writings of Strauss and his fol- 
lowers. It exchanged the doctrine of justi- 
fication by faith for pelagianism or hu- 
manism and drifted into a form of panthe- 
ism. 

The pietists and the Quakers, as well as 
the Methodists, posited authority partly 
in the Seriptures, but more practically in 
experience. This attitude lay at the basis 
of the Sectarian spirit which developed, 
especially in America, and from which 
we are not as yet fully delivered. 

The Roman Catholic finds the supreme 
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authority in the Church, and in its visible 
head, the Pope. It holds that the Church 
is older than the Seriptures, that the 
Seriptures proceeded from the Church. The 
Chureh was in being before any book of 
the New Testament was written. Now, 
the Tractarians found the sources and 
seat of authority not in experience, like 
the mystics, not in reason, like the ra- 
tionalists, not in the Scriptures, like the 
Protestant Reformers, but in the tradi- 
tion of the Church. They insisted that the 
pristine purity of the Church was in the 
age of the Apostles, and in that golden 
period between the first and fourth cen- 
tury. Consequently they went back to the 
Fathers. There they found what they re- 
garded as the fontal source of the whole 
stream of Christianity. There they found 
the ecclesiastical traditions, the ancient 
customs, usages pertaining to order and 
worship; the distinctions of the clergy, 
Church festivals, the arrangement of di- 
vine service, the whole range of Church 
symbolism. They further insisted that this 
primitive authority was impaired by the 
Reformation and consequently they re- 
garded Protestantism as a manifestation 
of weaknes rather than of strength. More- 
over, they believed in the theory of de- 
velopment. They had a new philosophy of 
history. History was one continuous flow 
through the centuries. They could not ac- 
cept the view that the course of the 
Church through the Middle Ages was a 
constant deflation of life and strength and 
that the Reformation broke in as a sort 
of religious recovery act. This gave them 
a new historic conception of the Church. 
It colored their whole conception of or- 
der, of continuity, of sacramental grace. 
They believed in baptismal regeneration, 
in Apostolic suecession, in the unity of 
believers. They sought to “revive the 
fair usages, lost and forgotten, of the un- 
divided, universal primitive Church as 
nearest to the Age of the Apostles and 
so to the fountain of Christianity.” Their 
motives and purposes were absolutely sin- 
cere. They had a zeal for the Church, and 
desired to deliver it from the shackles of 
nationalistic domination on the one hand, 
and on the other, from an inner decadent 
spirit that was rapidly eating away its 
own soul. They tried to do all this by 
remaining in the fold of Protestantism, if 
possible. As already remarked, Keble and 
Pusey remained, but Newman by the force 
of an irresistible logic went over to Rome, 
as did several hundred others of the clergy 
in the space of ten years. 


It is needless to state that a movement 
of this character should meet with dif- 
ferent reactions. There were those who 
bitterly opposed the whole thing. The 
Tractarians were called “The Oxford 
Malignants,” and by names even more vile. 
Newman has been accused of being in- 
sincere, a deceiver. Some spoke of the 
Movement as Newmania. But it changed 
the religious atmosphere of England, and 
perhaps of the world, for a hundred years. 
Some one has said that if Newman had 
been able to read German, there would 
have been no Oxford Movement. But if 
there had been no Oxford Movement the 
religious complexion of England and of 
America would be far different from what 
it is. For a while the Movement was sup- 
pressed in England, but the Anglo-Cath- 
olic element in England is today in the 
ascendancy—and this is a direct product 
of the Movement that had its birth at 
Oxford a century ago. 


I shall now turn aside and trace the in- 
fluence of this Movement in America, es- 
pecially on the little group at Mercers- 
burg. First, I shall quote a paragraph 
from a little pamphlet on “The Catholic 
Revival in the American Church.” “When 
the tracts began to come out they found 
an American publie already waiting for 
them, and the principal works of the 
Tractarians appeared almost immediately 
in American booksellers’ catalogues. Some 
recognized in the new teaching a more 
vigorous statement of what they had al- 


ready learned, others passed from curios- 
ity to opposition, and from opposition to 
violent attacks on this new form of pop- 
ery, more dangerous because adapted to 
the modern age. By 1841 the Movement 
had attained sufficient importance in 
America to be discussed in a series of 
leetures by a Philadelphia Presbyterian 
minister, to which Bishop Doane, of New 
Jersey, prepared an elaborate reply.” 

Before the end of the 30’s the influence 
began to show itself in the life of the 
Chureh. In the arrangement of the Church 
furniture we now find altar, reading desk 
and pulpit in place of the blocking of the 
chancel by the massive central pulpits so 
common in the 18th Century. W. A. 
Muhlenberg introduced altar lights, a 
credence table, wafer bread in his Church 
at Nantucket in 1840. 


REPEAL 


The die is cast, Prohibition’s doomed, 
The Wets have had their say; 
John Barleycorn will soon be here, 
And this time come to stay! 


And when he comes, he’ll soon re- 
store 
All that Prohibition cost, 
America will soon regain 
The ground that it has lost. 


Some millions he will put to work, 
Prosperity restore, 

The_budget of our Uncle Sam 
Will balance—yes, and more! 


To racketeers we'll say farewell, 
Bootleggers disappear, 

Sobriety show great increase, 
All crime will cease, ’tis clear. 


“Saloons will ne’er return again,’ 
The Wets exclaim, “Oh no! 

Such thoughts we never entertained, 
We think saloons too low!” 


“The temperance crowd is put to 
rout, 
To rally ne’er again; 
They’ll never dare ’gainst legal booze 
To fight with tongue or pen!” 


As old Artemas Ward would say, 
“Them words was wrote sarcas- 
tick 
Drys have convictions that are firm, 
And conscience not elastic. 


The cause we champion is NOT dead, 
God’s Word says WE ARE RIGHT, 
John Barleycorn, take notice, 


WE’VE JUST BEGUN TO FIGHT! 


—wWalter Esmer. 


The publication of Tract 90 made a re- 
markable impression. here in America. A 
general controversy broke out, and an ef- 
fort was made at the General Convention 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
1844 to condemn the serious errors con- 
tained “in certain writings emanating 
from members of the University of Ox- 
ford.” A questionnaire was formulated to 
investigate the teaching in the General 
Seminary, containing the following: “Are 
the Oxford Tracts adopted as text books 
in the Seminary?” “Are they publicly or 
privately recommended to the students?” 
“Ts Tract 90 used or recommended?” 

This was followed by “Is Calvinism 
taught or recommended?” The _ contro- 
versy resulted in the trial of at least three 
bishops, the deposing of one of them, and 
the progress of the Catholie revival! 

“Are we the only Tractarians in Amer- 
ica?” was one day asked by an Episco- 
palian. 

Had he been properly informed he 
might have known that there was another 
group in America, in an obscure mountain 
village, that made a thorough-going study 
of and was profoundly impressed by, this 
Movement. How did the Movement 


actually come to Mercersburg? Who was 
the carrier of this seed corn to Mercers- 
burg? When the Movement broke out in 
1833 at Oxford it is not likely that the 
Professors at Mercersburg at that time 
concerned themselves very much about it. 
It was largely an English movement and 
our Professors were German. They knew 
German philosophy and German theology, 
but were not deeply exercised about what 
was going on in England. It is probable 
that Nevin had kept in touch with the 
Movement even before he came to Mer- 
cersburg in 1840. But the man who first 
interpreted the Movement to the Re- 
formed Church here was Dr. Philip Schaff. 
Schaff was called to the chair of Church 
History in Mercersburg early in 1844. He 
was then only 25 years old, having been 
born January 1, 1819. Before coming to 
America he traveled extensively on the 
Continent of Europe, visiting friends and 
institutions of learning. On his way here 
he stopped over in England and had a 
personal interview with Dr. Pusey. In 
the biography of Schaff written by his 
son David Schley Schaff, is found a most 
interesting account of this visit to Ox- 
ford. Schaff had an irresistible desire to 
meet men personally. He would walk 20 
miles before breakfast to meet a great 
man! And so he went to Oxford and had 
a personal interview with Pusey, who was 
perhaps the most approachable of the Ox- 
ford men. Schaff delivered his inaugural 
address in the First Reformed Church, 
Reading, on Oct. 25, 1844. He had selected 
as his subject, “The Principle of Pro- 
testantism.” It was written and delivered 
in German, afterwards translated by 
Nevin into English. It is printed in a 
neat little volume which is well docu- 
mented and annotated, contains an intro- 
duction by Dr. Nevin and a sermon by Dr. 
Nevin on “Catholic Unity,” delivered at 
“the opening of the Triennial Convention 
of the Reformed Protestant Duteh and 
German Reformed Churches, at Harris- 
burg, Pa., Aug. 8, 1844.” The book is now 
out of print; a few stray copies may be 
picked up here and there, but I regard it 
as one of the greatest pieces of literature 
that has ever been published in the Re- 
formed Church. I know nothing to equal 
or compare with it. I read it through 
when I was a student in the Seminary, 
but did not understand it. I read it at 
least three times during this last Summer 
and Fall, and parts of it more frequently 
still and I am utterly astounded at the 
comprehensiveness, the grasp, the philo- 
sophical and theological insight and un- 
derstanding of the great issues of the 
Church, and the masterly, matchless man- 
ner in which the whole work is set forth, 
by a young man of 25 years. I marvel at 
the wisdom, the erudition of the young 
German Privat Docent who came to Mer- 
cersburg in 1844, Well, in the second part 
of this discourse on the Principle of Pro- 
testantism, Schaff treats of the diseases 
of Protestantism, and one of these dis- 
eases, as he calls it, is Puseyism. He does 
it full justice, giving its favorable and 
unfavorable sides. Immediately after the 
address was delivered the young Professor 
was charged with heresy. The charge was 
brought by Dr. Joseph F. Berg, pastor of 
the First Reformed Church in Philadel- 
phia. Dr. Nevin was Schaff’s defender. 
He was acquitted of the charge. Dr. Berg 
and two elders were the only ones who 
voted against him. But Schaff was 
maligned and bitterly attacked by the 
secular and religious press in America be- 
cause of certain utterances in his ordina- 
tion sermon at Elberfeld before coming to 
America, so that he did not have a very 
encouraging beginning of his great career 
in America. 


Well, now, Schaff’s inaugural address, 
his heresy trial, his defense by Nevin, and 
other factors, drove our ministers to study 
the issues which had been raised. These 
men now became the leaders in a great 
movenrent, known as the Mercersburg 
Movement, and while the Mercersburg’ 
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theology was deeply saturated by German 
thought, it is safe to say that the funda- 
mental principles of the Oxford Movement 
played as prominent a part in the shap- 
ing of the Mercersburg theology as any- 
thing else did. We shall better understand 
the significance of this statement if we 
eall to mind the distinetive elements in 
the Mercersburg theology. I think these 
can be grouped under three major propo- 
sitions: 


1. The Principle of Historical Develop- 
ment. History is a continuous process. It 
does not consist of several, isolated, unre- 
lated parts mechanically joined together. 
There is an organie principle running 
through the whole of it, each part condi- 
tioning the other. This is the thesis of 
Schaff’s Principle of Protestantism. Pro- 
testantism is a development out of 
Catholicism, not something thrust into 
it from without. There is continuity, 
progress, though there is room for ebb and 
periodical recessions, but the flow is ever 
onward and progressive. This theory of 
development, as we have seen, was one of 
the characteristics of the Oxford Move- 
ment. Perhaps Schaff got the idea first 
from Lessing and also from Neander, but 
there was a striking correspondence be- 
tween Mercersburg and Oxford on this 
point. 


2. The Christological Principle, or the 
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Person of Christ. This is one of the ear- 
dinal principles in the Mercersburg the- 
ology. Around it the whole system re- 
volves. In the entire scheme the Incarna- 
tion, not the Cross, is the central factor. 
The principle of the Incarnation was pres- 
ent in the plan of creation. When God 
ereated man, the first Adam, the second 
Adam was there in principle. The Incarna- 
tion is the second creation, God’s plan 
and purpose fully revealed and realized. 
The general type of theology current at 
the time set forth the idea that if man 
had not sinned, had not fallen, the in- 
carnation and the death of Christ on the 
cross would not have been necessary. The 
Mercersburg theology refuted this almost 
universally-held doctrine by insisting that 
regardless of man’s fall, of man’s sinful 
condition, Christ would have come in the 
flesh and would thus have fulfilled the 
plan of God. From this conception of 
the incarnation proceeds the conception 
of the nature of man as well as of the 
natural world. Christianity is not a doc- 
trine, it is not a transaction on Calvary, 
but it is the transfusion of a new life into 
man and into the world. Salvation is not 
conditioned by an atoning sacrifice, but 
the atonement is the at-one-ment of Christ’s 
nature and our human nature. This 
Christological coneeption also determined 
the third great proposition of the Move- 
ment, Viz.: 
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3. The Conception of the Church, or the 
Ecclesiastical Question. Two conceptions 
of the Chureh prevailed. The one was the 
Puritan or Conventicle idea. This regarded 
the Chureh as a society, a fellowship of 
believers, a human organization. It was 
Holy only because it had a Holy Spirit, a 
Holy Book and a Holy Mission. Its prin- 
cipal purpose was the uplift of humanity. 
It was a man-centered institution. It was 
scarcely more than an ecclesiastical coterie 
or club. It minimized the sacraments and 
the objective means of grace and magni- 
fied the preaching of the Word and the 
betterment of human society. It is need- 
less to remark that this conception of the 
Church has projected itself into our day, 
and is current in the majority of our pres- 
ent day denominations. It is precisely this 
idea of the Church which has become the 
prolific mother of an almost innumerable 
number of sects, which have wrought so 
much damage to the cause of Christianity. 
Our efforts at Church union today will 
never be fully crowned with success as 
long as the sect system prevails or the 
Puritan conception of the Church is held. 
The whole idea of what the Church is and 
what its mission is in the world is totally 
obscured by this erroneous but prevalent 
doctrine of the Church. 


(To be continued next week.) 


“HARK, WHAT MEANS THOSE HOLY 
VOICES?” 


(Memory Hymn for December) 


Hark, what mean those holy voices, 
Sweetly sounding thro’ the skies? 

Lo! th’ angelic host rejoices, 
Heav’nly alleluias rise. 


Listen to the wondrous story 

Which they chant in hymns of joy: 
“Glory in the highest, glory, 

Glory be to God Most High! 


“Peace on earth, good-will from heaven, 
Reaching far as man is found; 

Souls redeemed and sins forgiven; 
Loud our golden harps shall sound. 


“Christ is born, the great Anointed; 
Heaven and earth His praises sing: 
O receive whom God appointed 
For your Prophet, Priest, and King.” 


—John Cawood, 1819. 
—Anon (German). 


BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 


Thanksgiving Day is approaching, and 
we have been wondering how many of 
our friends would place Bowling Green 
Academy on their list, and multiply our 
reasons for giving thanks. This week may 
seem a little early for some folks, but we 
were made to rejoice when our good 
friend, Dr. Charles A. Santee, came in 
and with a new $5 dollar bill said, “Put 
this in your Bowling Green fund as a 


A PRACTICAL SLOGAN 


A “Messenger” Endowment is an 
endowment for the benefit of every 


Board, agency and institution of the 
Reformed Church. 


—Now and Then. 


contribution from Mrs. Santee and me.” 
Thank you! Thanksgiving plus our giving 
thanks for your help! Total to date, $78. 
Please make all checks payable to Dr. Paul 
S. Leinbach, 915 Schaff Bldg., 1505 Race 
Street. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. Charles A. Bushong from Balti- 
more, Md., to care of Mrs. Frank G. Ster- 
ner, The Whitfield Ests., R. D. 2, Sarasota, 
Fla. 


“Thanks for Health” 


Corn youth scorns caution 
in the joy of living. Health fre- 
quently is the price of that ges- 
ture. The chief foe of youth is 
tuberculosis. Itcanbe prevented 
andcured,yetitstillisthegreatest 
cause of death among children 
between 5 and 20. Thousands of 
adults, remembering timely aid 
from their local tuberculosis 
association, can look with grati- 
tude at Christmas Seals and say, 
“Thanks for Health.” 


The National, State and Local Tuberculosis 
Associations of the United States 


Buy CHRISTMAS SEALS 
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Rev. Samuel L. Whitmore, D.D. 


Rev. Daniel K. Laudenslager 
Rev. Sefellen E. Stofflett, D.D. 
Rev. Joseph C. Smith 


Four more names must be added 
this week to the number of our de- 
parted brethren. The obituary of 
Dr. Whitmore, one of our honored 
veterans, appears in this issue. Rev. 
Mr. Laudenslager, faithful pastor of 
our Church in Shenandoah, passed 
xuway suddenly last week from heart 
trouble. His funeral was held Nov. 
18, with interment at Hershey, Pa. 
Dr. Stofflett, so well known among 
us, entered into rest on Nov. 16 at 

_ 6.20 P. M., in the Hazleton Hospital. 
The funeral service was conducted 
Nov. 18 in Hazleton, with interment 
Nov. 20 in Schellsburg, Bedford Co., 
Pa. The Rev. Mr. Smith, of Mul- 
berry, Ind., passed away Nov. 3. A 
fuller account of the life and labors 
of these useful and devoted minis- 
ters will be given later. 


After January 1, Rev. Albert J. Knoll 
from New Brunswick, N. J., to North 
Branch, N. J. 

Rev. F. Nelsen Schlegel from Baltimore, 
Md., to 1118 West New St., Lancaster, Pa. 

After November 30, Rev. Harold E. 
Weber from Carrothers, O., to R. R. 2, 
Bloomville, O. 


Don’t miss our Book Number next week. 
The Christmas Number will be published 
Dee. 14. 

The Rev. Dr. Jacob G. Rupp was elected 
last week as Treasurer of the Board of 
Foreign Missions. The Rev. Dr. Edward 
F. Hoffmeier, of Hanover, Pa., was elected 
a member of the Board. 
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Rey. D. G. Glass addressed the Phi Upsi- 
lon Kappa, honorary ministerial fraternity 
at F. and M. College Nov. 14, on “The 
Moral Preparation for the Ministry.” 

Rey. A. O. Leonard, of Lexington, N. C., 
was the evangelist for the week of Nov. 
5 to 12 in First Church, Greensboro, N. C., 
Rev. W. C. Lyerly, pastor. The reception 
of members is set for Dec. 10. 

The Rey. Albert J. Knoll has been called 
to the pastorate of the historic Dutch Re- 
formed Church, North Branch, N. J., where 
he can be addressed after Jan. 1. Mr. 
Knoll is also taking post-graduate work at 
Rutgers University. 

During the semi-annual meeting of the 
30ard held on Nov. 14-15, a cablegram was 
received from Sendai to the effect, “We 
cannot borrow any more. We must have 
minimum $10,000 additional this month, 
$17,000 next month” (December). 

For many years the “Messenger” has 
included in its Thanksgiving Number a 
copy of the President’s Thanksgiving Day 
Proclamation. We régret this had to be 
omitted this year because for some rea- 
son President Roosevelt has not yet issued 
such a proclamation. 


We are glad to learn of the steady im- 
provement in the condition of Miss Pil- 
gram, daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Robert 
J. Pilgram, of F. and M. College, who has 
returned home after 10 days in the hos- 
pital with a fractured skull sustained 
when her horse fell with her. 


Rev. W. H. Kerschner, Stated Clerk of 
St. Paul’s Classis, advises us officially that 
at a special meeting held in Meadville, 
Pa., on Nov. 13, the Rev. B. H. Holtkamp, 
of Meadville, was deposed from the min- 
istry for insubordination. 


Edueation Day comes Jan. 21. The 
Board of Christian Education has plans 
under way for its observance along the 
same general lines followed a year ago. 
The educational number of the Church 
papers will be issued Jan. 12, and the 
Young People’s Number Jan. 19. 


On Sunday, Nov. 10, Rev. Paul T. 
Stoudt was installed as pastor of First 
Church, Quakertown, Pa. Rev. W. J. 
Kohler, Richlandtown, Pa., had charge of 
the installation service; ‘Rev. I. O. Schell, 
Souderton, delivered the charge to the 
pastor-elect, and Rev. J. B. Swartz, Trum- 
bauersville, to the congregation. 


Last week a congregation in the Poto- 
mae Synod sent the Board of Ministerial 
Relief $100 to be applied toward the in- 
crease of the Sustentation Fund benefits 
of its pastor, who was 70 years of age. 
This immediately increased the Sustenta- 
tion Fund benefits of its pastor from $250 
to $259.10. 

A number of congregations have already 
accepted and are paying on the new financ- 
ing of the Sustentation Fund of the Board 
of Ministerial Relief, for their pastors, al- 
though a large part of our Church has not 
yet been given the opportunity to avail 
itself of the benefits of the new financing, 
and the new financing does not officially 
start until January 1, 1934. 


A special meeting of the Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ has been called 
to meet Dec. 6-7 in Washington, D. C., be- 
cause of the special need for united Chris- 
tian leadership at this time. On the eve- 
ning of Dec. 6 the Council is to be ad- 
dressed in Constitution Hall by the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 


Good News: The amount of apportion- 
ment received for Foreign Missions, thus 
far, in November is twice as much as it 
was a year ago for the same period. This 
is encouraging, and a proof that our pas- 
tors and people are responding more liber- 
ally towards the pressing needs of the 
Board of Foreign Missions. 


Holy Communion was observed in First 
Church, Lexington, N. C., Dr. J. C, Leon- 
ard, pastor, Nov. 12. The Davidson Co. 
Y. P.’s Conference was held in the First 
Church 6. §., Nov. 21. The W. M. S. and 
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G. M. G. will hold their thank offering 
service Nov. 26, at 7 P. M. The Every 
Member Canvass Committee includes: I. L. 
Sink, H. E. Shoaf and Miss Margaret 
Parks. 

The Every Member Canvass will be made 


in First Church, Greensboro, N. C., Rev. 
W. C. Lyerly, pastor, Dec. 3. The 34 
canvassers will have a supper meeting 


Nov. 28, when they will receive the can- 
vass sheets, review the budget for 1934 
and receive final instructions as to the 
Canvass. Another supper meeting will 
follow, when reports will be received and 
tabulated. 

Rey. Wm. H. Erb, D.D., of Norristown, 
Pa., supplied the pulpit of Christ Church, 
Mainland, on Nov. 5, Rev. G. W. Hartman, 
pastor. On Noy. 12, Rey. Dr. Erb preach- 
ed in the Reformed Church of Spring City, 
at the morning and evening services. The 
pastor, Rev. R. E. Wilhelm, is recuperating 
from a tonsil operation. Pastors and va- 
cant congregations in need of pulpit sup- 
ply should communicate with Rev. Dr. Erb. 

Oct. 29 was Rally Day at Shiloh Church, 
Danville, Pa., Rev. Clark W. Heller, pas- 
tor, with address by Dr. Carl Millward, 
Supt. of the Milton Schools; attendance 
405; offering $2,034. Pledges made for 
next Rally Day amounted to $1,180. On 
Nov. 5, at the evening service, the guest 
preacher was the Rev. J. Frank Bucher, 
missionary to China. 


Miss Sarah Emma Wolff, daughter of the 
first pastor of the Myerstown, Pa., Church, 
Rev. George Wolff, D.D., and a sister of 
the late Rev. David U. Wolff, D.D., passed 
away at the country home of her nephew, 
Mr. Paul Wolff, on Thursday, Nov. 9, at 
the age of 81. For many years Miss Wolff 
was organist of the Church and a faithful 
teacher in the Sunday School. The funeral 
held Monday, Nov. 13, was in charge of 
her pastor, Rev. David Lockart. 


North Carolina Classis has planned to 
hold a consistorial conference with every 
consistory of the 56 congregations. Min- 
isters and laymen are meeting consistories 
at their own invitation. So far a number 
of congregations have been met and with 
a fine spirit to take the Kingdom work of 
the Church more seriously, and a definite 
pledge of congregational support. It is 


The late Rev. S. E. Stofflett, D.D. 


Last week’s 
splendid letter from our old friend, Dr. 
S. E. Stofflett, with its tribute to the 


“Messenger” contained a 


late Dr. J. M. Mullan. This week’s “Mes- 
senger” contains the notice of Dr. Stoff- 
lett’s death. How many of our choicest 
spirits are passing on! 
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WANTED:—AID TO THE HEIDELBERG 
CATECHISM by Rev. Otto Thelemann, 
Detmold, Germany. Translated by Rev. M. 
Peters, A. M., B. D., Professor of New Test- 
ament Literature and Exegesis in Ursinus 
School of Theology. Address: Rev. E. W. 
Moyer, 320 Spring Street, Bellefonte, Pa. 


FOR SALE:—100 red covered Reformed 
Church Hymnals containing Full Order of 
Worship. Address: Trinity Church, Gettys- 
burg, Pa., Rev. Howard S. Fox, 141 S. 
Stratton Street. 


hoped that the North Carolina Classis will 
get out of the “cellar” position among the 
Classes of the Church. 


In Christ Church, Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. 
8S. R. Brenner, pastor, Rev. Dr. Arthur V. 
Casselman was the special speaker on Noy. 
19, for the 8rd series of service on “The 
World for Christ.” In the evening the 
W. M. S., G. M. G. and Mission Band held 
their Thank Offering service when Mrs. 
Wm. Van Reed Seltzer was the special 
speaker; special music was rendered by 
the G. M. G. and Mission Band as well as 
the choir, and the W. M. 8. conducted the 
service and acted as ushers. 


The last of our 59 Classical Reports on 
the submitted Plan of Church Union with 
the Evangelical Synod of North America 
has recently been received at the office of 
the Stated Clerk of the General Synod. 
A summarized statement of the votes of 
these Classes shows that 51 Classes have 
voted to adopt the Plan of Union—48 of 
them by an unanimous vote; 3 Classes have 
voted to adopt it with specified conditions; 
4 Classes have rejected it; 1 Classis has 
referred the Plan to its Constituent Con- 
gregations. 

“Men and Missions” Sunday was ob- 
served by the ‘Churches of Mercersburg, 
Pa., on the afternoon of Nov. 19, in the 
Lutheran Church. Dr. Calvin A. Brown, 
of Mercersburg Academy, presided and the 
address was made by Dr. Paul S. Lein- 
bach, editor of the “Messenger.” A men’s 
chorus sang, and the spacious Church was 
filled. In the morning Dr. Leinbach filled 
the pulpit of Trinity Church, Rev. Harri- 
son Lerch, Jr., pastor. He was the dinner 
guest of his college classmate, Attorney 
H. H. Spangler, and Mrs. Spangler. 


In a letter from the Secretary of the 
Mission, Dr. Zaugg, received Nov. 20, he 
writes: “Knowing that some of our pastors 
in America and many of our Church mem- 
bers there have been and still are in deep 
financial distress, we have agreed to a 
delay of a month or two in the payment 
of our salaries, in favor of other depart- 
ments of the work. But now we are four 
and a half months behind in the payment 
of missionary salaries. Up to the present 
time we have been able in this way to 
save the work and the workers but we are 
all at the end of our personal resources 
and some of our number are in deep dis- 
tress because of unpaid obligations.” 


Dr. Rufus C. Zartman, Supt. of Evan- 
gelism, on Nov. 12, preached the sermon 
at the Home-coming service at Zartman’s 
Evangelical Church, near Sunbury, Pa. The 
occasion brought together an unusually 
large assembly and the sermon was based 
on “Ideal Home.” This Church is on a 
farm at the base of Line Mountain; it was 
purchased in 1769 by Jacob Zartman; next 
owned by Henry Zartman, the great grand- 
father of Dr. Zartman. Both Jacob and 
Henry served in the Revolutionary War. 
On this farm in 1785 was born Alexander 
Zartman, grandfather of Dr. Zartman, 
and from here he with 21 other Zartmans 
migrated to central Ohio in 1811 in Cone- 
stoga wagons. 


On our cover page today we are pleased 
to show the recent picture of the Young 
Men’s Bible Class of Davids Church, Kill- 
inger, near Millersburg, Pa. The teacher 
for the past 10 years has been Mr. Oliver 
Weaver, and elder of this Church. These’ 
young men are stalwart country boys of 
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Dauphin County. Rev. Stanley C. Baker 
is pastor of this fine rural charge. Those 
in the class are: Maynard Billow, Samuel 
Weaver, Marlin Boyer, Morris Lebo, Clark 
Boyer, Allen Boyer, Harry Matter, Wilson 
Daniel, Albert Nell, Glenn Spicker, Ray 
Daniel, Paul Weaver, John Matter, Carl 
Zimmerman, Elmer Lenke, Paul Wert, Roy 


Landis, Lawrence Wert, Elvin Landis, 
David Neagley, Chas. Spicker, Edward 


Wert, Wilmer Gutshall and John Billow. 


We recently saw a letter of appreciation 
from the Deaconess Hospital of Buffalo, 
N. Y., to Mr. Chas. J. Peters, of the Men’s 
Bible Class of Zion Church, Rey. H. E. 
Schnatz, pastor, which gave a gracious 
word of thanks for the “Reformed Church 
Messenger” which is sent to the Hospital 
regularly by this Class, and is “in de- 
mand,” as the letter states, “not only by 
members of the Hospital organization, but 
by the patients, especially those whose 
illmess is of long duration.” Here is real 
missionary work. Many others could emu- 
late the fine example of this splendid 
Men’s Class and subscribe for the “Mes- 
senger” to be placed in hospitals, schools, 
public libraries and other places where it 
might do a lot of good. 


A catechetical class of 28 has been 
organized in Friedens Church, Hegins, Pa., 
Rev. H. J. Naftzinger, pastor, and is a 
most gratifying tribute to the efforts of 
pastor and people. Rally Day was ob- 
served throughout the charge. In Christ 
Church, Fountain, a new altar, cross and 
pulpit chairs were dedicated on Rally Day, 
Nov. 5, the new furniture being donated 
by the S. S. The Every Member Canvass 
was conducted in Friedens Church Nov. 
5-12. The canvassers attended a school 
of instruction on Nov. 6 and were com- 
missioned for their work by the pastor on 
Nov. 7. Home Mission Day observed Nov. 
12 and 19; although the envelopes have 
not been returned it is expected that the 
offering will reach $25. 9 members have 
been received by confirmation this fall 
and 1 by letter; total of 10 for the charge. 


The work of First Church, Marion, O., 
Rev. Robert W. Hucke, pastor, is contin- 
uing in a very gratifying manner. The 
Church entertained the W. M.S. in an all 
day session of the North Central Ohio 
Classis. Miss Lindsey was the speaker 
of the afternoon and Miss Heinmiller led 
the round table discussion in the forenoon. 
The Boy Scouts of the Church have now 
a completely filled troop, which is regarded 
as an outstanding troop in the Harding 
Area. The troop recently gave a remark- 
able program on their “Parent and Stunt 
Night” when they received their 2nd an- 
nual Charter. The Peerless Concert Co. 
of 9 colored musicians recently gave a 
concert in the Church. The Young People’s 
work has been re-organized and is making 
splendid progress under leadership of Mrs. 
Hucke. 

The Young People’s Institute of Phila- 
delphia Classis will be held in the Chris- 
tian Association Bldg., University of 
Penna., 3601 Locust St., on Friday, Dee. 
1, at 10 A. M. The theme will be “Chris- 
tian Objectives for Youth!” Rev. Fred D. 
Wentzel will deliver the address at 10.50 
A. M.; luncheon (25¢) noon; Group Con- 
ferences, 2.30 P. M., leaders, Rev. Purd E. 
Deitz, R. D. Custer and Dewees F. Sing- 
ley; supper (50c), 6 P. M.; at 7 P. M. 
Symposium: “Why the Church?” (led by 
3 young people); closing challenge, Prof. 
Franklin I. Sheeder, and Friendship Circle 
at 8.30 P. M. The registration fee will 
be 25¢ to defray expenses. All reserva- 
tions for meals must be reported by Nov. 
28. All young people are invited. Report 
to Rev. G. H. Gebhardt, Director, 4948 
Locust St., Phila. 


The Rev. Dr. Edgar F. Hoffmeier, pas- 
tor of Emmanuel Church, Hanover, Pa., 
was presented with a beautiful basket of 
chrysanthemums on Nov. 12, in honor of 
the 25th anniversary of his ordination to 
the ministry, by Ralph 8S. Sprenkle, Supt., 
in behalf of the 8S. S. Dr. Hoffmeier was 
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ordained in 1908 by a committee of Mary- 
land Classis consisting of Revs. A. B. Bau- 
man, Clayton H. Ranck and the late James 
M. Mullan, D.D., and was installed pastor 
of Grace Church, Baltimore, a home mis- 
sion congregation, where he served 5 years. 
Other pastorates during his 25 years were: 
St. Paul’s, Somerset, Pa., 8 years; St. 
John’s, Lebanon, 8% years; Emmanuel 
Church, 3 years completed Oct. 15. Dur- 
ing the service on Noy. 12, the choir, un- 
der the direction of Leonard B. Martin, 
minister of music, sang, appropriately, 
“How Lovely Are Thy Messengers.” 


In the Concord, N. C., Charge, Rev. H. 
C.Kellermeyer, pastor, Trinity congrega- 
tion enjoyed the message of Dr. ©. A. 
Hauser, Oct. 29. The conference on Chris- 
tian Education held at 2.30 P. M. proved 
helpful to a large number of workers of 
congregations in this district. The ladies 
of New Gilead entertained the representa- 
tives from the Church of the Central Dis- 
trict at their annual Fall Institute, Nov. 
2; Mrs. F. W. Leich and others brought 
profitable messages. On Nov. 4, the G. M. 
G. of Trinity were hostesses to the annual 
Classical G. M. G. Institute; Miss Mil- 
dred Suther, of Trinity, is the untiring 
Classical secretary. Father’s Night was 
observed in the Y. P. C. E. meeting on 
Nov. 12, when the fathers were guests. 
Baxter Watts was the leader; Elder J. 
A. Peck spoke on “How Can a Father 
Play Fair with His Children?”’, and 
Thomas Moose spoke on “How Can a Son 
Play Fair with His Father?” The Annual 
Every Member Canvass will be conducted 
Dec. 3 in Trinity, Dec. 10 in New Gilead. 


Several days before the day set aside 
as HOME MISSION DAY the Treasurer 
of the Board of Home Missions received 
a check for $100 with the accompanying 
note: “I am enclosing check for the Home 
Mission Offering of November 12. I am 
so much in sympathy with all your bur- 
dens—I hope and pray there may be a 
large outpouring of gifts for this day. 
You might like to know this is my birth- 
day gift to myself. I know I could pur- 
chase nothing that would make me hap- 
pier than to feel that perhaps some Home 
Missionary could buy needed food and 
raiment.” A similar amount was received 
from another good friend who says: ‘“En- 
closed find check. My Home Mission Day 
offering—hoping there will be many who 
will come to the aid of the H. M. B. at 
this time to relieve the serious situation 
of our Home Missionary families. Best 
wishes for the work and better co-opera- 
tion of our Churches in this great need is 
my earnest prayer. The offering at our 
Church yesterday was $100. I contributed 
$25. I believe it is designated for the 
missionary in our Classis, but I wanted to 
aid the work in general and so am for- 
warding enclosed check.” Letters of this 
kind are “messages of joy” to the Treas- 
urer, who is making every possible effort 
toward relieving distress that now pre- 
vails among the Board’s unpaid mission- 
aries. He wishes there were many similar 
birthday and other gifts to come his way. 


October was “Loyalty Month” in old 
First Church, Philadelphia, Rev. G. H. Geb- 
hardt, pastor, and proved a decided stimu- 
lus to congregational interest and devo- 
tion. The “high water-mark” of the month 
was on the 8th, when “Home-Coming Day” 
and Holy Communion attracted one of the 
largest attendances with the exception of 
Easter in a number of years; in the eve- 
ning the Good Samaritan Class sponsored 
the service. On Oct. 22, Dr. Henry I. 


CHRISTMAS 
MUSIC _ 


Our catalogue, with music from three 16 page 
services included, free upon request; this, only, 
is free of charge, 

CHRISTMAS HELPER, No. 21—25 cts. 

Contains 121 recitations and special features, 
also 6 songs for Children. Unequalled value. 

A White Christmas; a “giving” pageant, 30 
cents, $3.00 the dozen. 

The Search for a King; sacred dramatic pres- 
entation, 25 cents. 

Aunt Jane’s Christmas; 
people, $3.00 the dozen. 
These and others (except ‘‘ Helpers”) sent for exam. 


HALL-MACK CO., 2047 Arch St., Phila., Pa. 


cantata for young 


Stahr preached at the Students’ and Youth 
service, while the pastor assisted in the 
75th anniversary of his former charge, 
Trinity, Wadsworth, O. Student speakers 
brought challenging messages that eve- 
ning, with Rev. Clayton H. Ranck in 
charge. The climax of the month came 
on Oct. 29, with Stewardship Day and 
Choir Night, when a most inspiring sacred 
musicale was given by the volunteer chorus 
of 25 voices, with special soloists, under 
direction of Allison Rodman Drake, min- 
ister of music; a feature was the rendition 
of a section of Brahms’ “Requiem.” The 
“Church Night” dinner speaker for No- 
vember was Dr. Linn Bowman, chaplain 
of Hastern State Prison. Rabbi Louis 
Wolsey will bring tre after-dinner mes- 
sage on Dec. 6. The Players’ Guild, recent- 
ly organized, presented a sermon-drama, 
“The Unknown Soldier Speaks,” on Armis- 
tice Sunday evening, and will enact Dick- 
ens’ “Christmas Carol” for the 8. 8. White 
Gift service on the evening of Dee. 24. 
The annual Thank Offering service of the 
W.M.S., G. M. G., and Mission Band was 
held Nov. 19, with Mrs. Stephen Lesher, 
wife of a devoted member of First, and 
member of the Baptist Women’s Board of 
Foreign Missions, as special speaker. 


CHURCH: 
MEN'S 
LEAGUE 


Dr. John M. G. Darms, Secretary 


One more chapter this week: Zion’s 
Church, Buffalo, Rev. H. Schnatz, pastor. 
We welcome our northern friends into our 
growing fellowship. They will add strength 
to the noble cause. Others are on the way. 


Elder Floyd Roshon, Secty. of the Syn- 
odical Committee of Eastern Synod, writes 
about the last meeting (read report else- 
where): “Coming out of the slump with 
new life is one of the results being obtain- 
ed by the newly appointed Committee of 
the League in Eastern Synod. Our enthu- 
siastic meeting showed that the worth of 
the League to the Church is gradually 
‘soaking in’ and taking hold of the min- 
isters and leaders of our Synod.” 


Seven Chapters have paid their dues or 
sent in contributions for 1933 in October. 
Could our Treasurer hear from the 35 re- 
maining chapters in November? We need 
your help. Our literature for 1934 must 
be printed and paid for. This alone costs 
almost $100. 
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“Looking to the day when we shall unite 
our men’s work.’—Evangelical Men. 


Organize a Chapter in your Church dur- 
ing NOVEMBER and elect the most up- 
standing laymen in your Church to head 


it. Write for organization membership 
cards. These are sent free—any number. 


WYOMING CLASSIS 


The Fall meeting of Wyoming Classis 
was held in Trinity Chureh, Watsontown, 
Pa., on Oct. 16, 1933. The sessions con- 
vened at 9.00 A. M. and adjourned at 6.00 
P. M. The several standing committees 
presented their reports, which were given 
careful consideration. Several of them 
provoked earnest and at times heated dis- 
cussion, notably so the report of the Com- 
mittee on Benevolent Institutions, which 
presented the future financing plan of the 
Board of Ministerial Relief. After the 
explanation of the plan by Rev. F. A. 
Rupley, D.D., a member of the Board, and 
a lengthy discussion of the same by the 
members of Classis, the plan failed of ap- 
provai. 

Representatives of the several Boards 
and Institutions appeared on the floor of 
Classis and gave an earnest presentation 
of their work, as follows: Ministerial Re- 
lief, Rev. F. A. Rupley, D.D.; Bethany 
Home, Rev. H. E. Gebhard; Phoebe Home, 
Rev. F. H. Moyer; Foreign Missions, Rev. 
J. Frank Bucher; Home Missions, Rev. W. 
F. DeLong, D.D.; Christian Education, 
Rev. A. N. Sayres. 

The following delegates were appointed 
to represent the Classis at the annual con- 
vention of the Pennsylvania Council of 
Churches, to be held in Harrisburg, Pa., 
in January, 1934: Ministers, Revs, C. .W 
Heller, R. O. Chatlos, H. N. Spink and 
Paul W. Yoh; lay members, W. P. Zehner, 
Bloomsburg, Pa., E. H. Teske, Plymouth, 
Pa., Mrs. Fred W. Diehl, Danville, Pa., 
and Mrs. Bessie Krick, Hazleton, Pa. 

The following resolution was submitted 
by the Committee on Social Service and 
Rural Work. The same was adopted with 
the request that every pastor in the 
Classis read the same to his people on the 
Sunday before election Day: “In view of 
the pressure brought so heavily on the 
people of our nation to repeal the 18th 
Amendment to the Constitution and so 
throw the liquor problem back to the States, 
thus putting liquor in control of the corrupt 
elements of politics, and in view of the 
attempt made to secularize the Lord’s Day, 
we as a Classis urge our members, as vot- 
ers, to stand against the popular wave of 
repeal by going to the polls Nov. 7 and 
vote against the proposed liberal amend- 
ments.” 

Meals were served in the social room of 
the Church by the ladies of the Ever 
Ready Sunday School Class. 


Rev. P. A. DeLong, Stated Clerk 


LARGE ENROLLMENT AT FRANKLIN 
AND MARSHALL 


The Fifth Annual Home-Coming was ob- 
served at Franklin and Marshall Oct. 20- 
21, with an unusually large attendance. 
About 200 were present at the Friday eve- 
ning smoker when Harry L. Fogleman, ’98, 
pinch-hitted as the guest speaker for the 
Hon. William A. Schnader, 708, who was 
unable to be present on account of his 
wife’s illness. Mr. Fogleman, who has been 
vice-president of the Sheldon School of 
Business Building for a number of years 
in Chieago, and has more recently taught 
salesmanship at the State University of 
Towa, spoke on “The Four Laws of Sue- 
cess.” He is at present serving the Home 
Owners’ Loan Corporation in Philadelphia. 

President Apple spoke of the conditions 
and prospects of the college and announe- 
ed the registration of 671 students, just 
four less than last year at the same time. 
By allowances for student aid and work- 
ing positions in the laboratories, library 
and offices, the College is assisting 235 stu- 
dents for a total of $48,000, which is the 
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interest of five per cent on nearly one 
million dollars. Several small scholarship 
bequests have been received recently but 
the college needs a large fund for the 
help of worthy students. 

It was also stated that Franklin and 
Marshall is one of 34 educational institu- 
tions out of more than 500 which balanced 
their budgets last year. Seven of these 34 
were in Pennsylvania. 

One of the young alumni of the college, 
Prof. Q. A. 'W. Rohrbach, Ph.D., ’22, pro- 
fessor of education in the University of 
Pittsburgh, has been elected to succeed 
Prof. A. C. Rothermel, Litt.D., ’91, who 
retires as president of Kutztown, Pa., State 
Teachers’ College, after being a member of 
its faculty for nearly forty years. 

The Green Room Club present the play, 
“Whistling in the Dark,’ in Hensel Hall 
the evening of Nov. 23, as its initial offer- 
ing of the season. 

The Glee Club of 40 members, under the 
direction of Mrs. Elsa Meiskey, noted so- 
prano soloist, will give a concert in Hensel 
Hall soon, and is arranging a schedule of 
later dates. 

The Symphony Orchestra of 35 musicians 
led by Prof Frederic 8. Klein, will give a 
concert in Hensel Hall Dec. 8, assisted by 
Louise Zehring, harp soloist. Miss Zehr- 
ing, the daughter of Rev. J. W. Zehring, 
702, and Mrs. Zehring, of Mountville, Pa., 
is a pupil of Salzedo and other masters 
and has played with Stokowski and his 
Philadelphia orchestra. She will make her 
debut in New York this winter and is 
expected to have a _ highly successful 
career. 

Rev. Daniel G. Glass, ’94, pastor of 
Faith Reformed Church, Lancaster, Pa., 
spoke recently before the Phi Upsilon 
Kappa, Christian service fraternity, on 
“The Moral Preparation for the Ministry.” 

In the recent election, the Hon. Oliver 
S. Schaeffer, 703, was elected Judge of the 
Common Pleas Court of Lancaster Co., to 
which position he had been appointed by 
Governor Pinchot some months ago, and 
Prof. Charles D. Spotts, ’22, of the faculty, 
and H. Clay Burkholder, Esq., ’18, were 
elected members of the Lancaster City 
School Board. 

The Cross Country Running team recent- 
ly won the Hager Trophy for the third 
time, insuring its permanent possession, 
in the Eastern Collegiate Conference run 
at Gettysburg against Dickinson and 
Ursinus. It has defeated these teams sep- 
arately and has also won against Haver- 
ford. 

The Soccer team tied West Point 1-1 
and has defeated Bucknell, Gettysburg, 
Ursinus, and Dickinson, losing to West 
Chester, Swarthmore, Temple, and Dela- 
ware. 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 


Owing to the need of funds for the sup- 
port of our family and the difficulty of 
securing enough to meet our needs, un- 
usual efforts have been put forth to gather 
table supplies to help to carry us through 
the winter. 

Last week the Heidelberg congregation, 
Rev. T. H. Bachman, pastor, sent us two 
large truck loads of potatoes, apples, and 
a variety of other farm products. That 
congregation is located in the potato belt 
and their donation contained 120 bushels 
of potatoes. Then came another donation 
of 25 bushels of potatoes and other farm 
products from the Jacksonville Charge, 
Rev. Clarence Rahn, pastor, also in the 
potato belt, and now our supply of pota- 
toes will carry us until new ones will 
have to be used next summer. 

We have asked for a much larger sup- 
ply of canned fruits and vegetables than 
formerly and to this there is coming a 
cheerful and liberal response. While our 
needs in this line are not yet fully met, 
it is not unlikely that by the time all those 
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donations will be received, we will again 
be well provided for. 

Our own garden has been doing well 
during the past season. It has produced 
much that we needed during the summer; 
and last week, just before the cold wave 
reached us, we harvested and stored two 
thousand stalks of celery and many other 
kinds of crops which will be used during 
the winter. 

Our family is steadily growing, but our 
income for their support has not kept 
pace with that growth. The larger the 
income for the support of this work, the 
larger the number of people that can be 
admitted and supported. Thus the Chureh 


naturally is setting the pace in making 
admissions of guests. 


Inexpensive 
Christmas 
Greeting Cards 

\ with Scripture 
Verses for 
Pastors, Teachers 


A CHRISTMAS 

WISH AND A 
NEW YEAR 
GREETING 


2450. Wonder- 


ful creation of 

eae the Wise Men 

Meee journeying  to- 

ward the Star of Bethlehem. ‘‘May the 


glory that shone round about the angel 
of the Lord fill your heart with the true 
glory and peace of the happy Christmas 
time.’’ Price, 21% cents each, with plain 
envelopes. 


WHILE THEY LAST 


2c each, $1.75 per 100 
plain envelopes 


2445. Sentiment, ‘‘Joys and Blessings 
to You.’’ ‘‘May He who by the Star of 
the East led the Wise Men to Bethle- 
hem give you the light and joy of a 
blessed Christmastide.”’ 

2446. “A Christmas Wish.’”’ Pleas- 
ing design of a peaceful community. 
Sentiment, ‘‘With the refrain of Glory 
to God ringing in your soul may the 
exceeding beauty of His grace abide 
with you this Christmastide.’’ 

2447. A Christmas Wish and a New 
Year Greeting. Sentiment, ‘‘May Christ- 
mas be a happy time with you in the 
thought of the Christ Child who came 
to bring peace to the world and in the 
coming year may He be your guide and 
strength each day.’’ 


2441. Christmas and New Year 
Greetings. 

2435. Christmas Joy and New Year 
Blessings. 

2439. Christmas Cheer and New 
Year’s Peace. 

2437. <A Christmas Wish. 


Each card supplied with an envelope. 
Price 1 cent. 


Size of Cards, 314 x5 inches 
Special price for printing your 
name on each card in one style of 


type only. $1.25 for first 100 
cards; 25c for each additional 
100 cards. 


Board of Christian Education of the 
Reformed Church in the U. S. 


1505 Race. Street Philadelphia, Pa, 
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Mary Ann Humanizes 


a Ph. D. 


By William C. Rittenhouse 
(Copyright by the Author) 


(Continued from last week) 


The first week in camp, barring the em- 
barrassing and exciting and disquieting 
periods, was one of constant delight. The 
home-life was simple, refined, joyous. The 
farmer and his wife were the handy help- 
ers, but most of the work was done by the 
family. 


On Sunday morning the doctor informed 
the professor that the family would attend 
Church services in the afternoon, and in- 
vited him to accompany them. He accept- 
ed the invitation, It would be a new ex- 
perience for him, He would not admit 
Mary Ann had anything to do with his 
decision. 


The little Church in the mountains was 
five miles from the cabin. There was not 
a home within three miles of it, The build- 
ing was neat but rigidly plain. The serv- 
ice was scheduled. for two o’clock, but it 
was half-past two before it began. The in- 
habitants came with their entire families 
in whatever conveyance they happened to 


possess: old cars, carriages, or carry-all 
wagons. There were not over forty souls 
in all. The time preceding the service was 


spent as in a social gathering. It was like 
a family reunion with mirth subdued. The 
doctor and his family were heartily greet- 
ed, as was also the professor, who was keen- 
ly interested in the scene. Here was a 
great opportunity to study human nature, 


The preacher was a surprise. The pro- 
fessor expected to see an old, shabbily- 
dressed, illiterate minister. What he did 
see was a_ well-groomed, strongly-built 
young man with every mark of culture and 
intelligence, He drove a handsome ear, 
which the people openly admired greatly, 
The minister moved among them as one of 
them and the people looked on him as be- 
longing to them. The professor was amaz- 
ed at the deference and respect shown the 
minister. If he could have secured half 
such deference from his students, he sure- 
ly would have asked for an increase in 
salary. The minister was most happy to 
meet the professor. 


When the pastor entered the Church all 
followed him, the men knocking the to- 
bacco from their pipes, or discreetly park- 
ing their half-smoked cigars in a safe 
place. Some, however, refused to part com- 
pany with a chew which was good yet for 
a half hour, 


In the Church the professor saw the men 
and boys taking seats on one side of the 
building, and the women, girls and children 
taking seats on the other side. That was 
a prize discovery for the professor. He 
knew the reason for that in a flash. An- 
cestral tribal habit. He could give exact- 
ly the name and place of a certain South 
sea tribe which did precisely the same 
thing, only they practised the custom all 
the time. The men and adolescent youth 
living in their own thatched lodge and the 
women, girls and children living in their 
separate apartment, It was simply astound- 
ing how tribal customs could be prepetuat- 
ed down through thousands of centuries. 
This was a rich pychological find. It would 
be of tremendous interest to his students to 
learn that within two hundred miles of the 
University there were people who were 
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O LORD, WE THANK THEE 


O Lord, we thank Thee for Thy love, 
The gifts Thou sendeth from above; 
Thy works are great and wonderful, 
Thy providence is bountiful. 


The earth affords abundantly 

The things we need materially. 
Thy daily, kindly, tender care 

Is manifested everywhere. 


But far above material things, 

God to our souls salvation brings 

Through Him who died upon the 
Cross, 

Compared to which gold is but dross. 


God’s blessings we should use to 
bless, 

Prove by good deeds our thankful- 
ness; 

Sacrificial, Christ-like loving 

Is the way of happy living. 


—Conrad Hassel. 


practicing the primitive tribal custom of 
segregation of the sexes. 

The service was simple. An old reed 
organ furnished the instrumental music, 
and the singing, without question, was en- 
thusiastic, if not melodious. The profes- 
sor was impressed with the devotion and 
sincerity with which the congregation per- 
formed its superstitious rites, The min- 
ister spoke for an half-hour, using illustra- 
tions and examples with which all were 
familiar, and yet the minister’s language 
was correct and he frequently had many 
telling and beautiful passages, His theme 
was, “The, Eternal Truth of the Gospel of 
Jesus.” Within five minutes after he had 
begun his discourse the professor was sit- 
ting up and taking notice. 

The preacher was handing out some facts 
in so plain and forceful a manner that 
the professor began to have a reaction of 
restlessness, It seemed some sentences 
were specially prepared for his mental di- 
gestion, If this was a type of modern 
preaching then he certainly had been miss- 
ing something by not attending Church 
services, 

The conclusion of the sermon gave the 
professor something to take along with 
him: “If Jesus Christ had not preached His 
Gospel, this country of ours would, today, 
be but a fringe of small towns and villages 
along the coast. We would not have our 
great industries, mighty cities, hospitals, 
homes for aged and orphans, asylums, 
schools and great universities. Take out 
of civilization, take out of your life, all 
you owe to Christ and His Gospel, and you 
will have little left. You would not be 
here.” 


The professor began to check up on his 
indebtedness to Christ and His Gospel. The 
more he checked the more indebted he be- 
came, He would not “be here” if it were 
not for Christ and His Gospel. It did not 
required much reflection to prove that: If 
there had been no Christ and His Gospel 
there would have been no Reformation, and 
if there had been no Reformation his 
Huguenot ancestors would not have fled 
the French persecution by going to Hol- 
land and later coming to America. And if 
one of his paternal progenitors had not 
married a pretty Dutch girl while waiting 
in Amsterdam for a ship going to America, 
he would not “be here” of a certainty, and 
what he would be was a very abstruse prob- 
lem. He would not be what he was, that 


was another certainty. And if that pa- 
ternal progenitor had married a French lass 
who never became a mother, he would not 
be, that was a third certainty, 


Superstition or no superstition, he was 
what he was very largely because of that 
superstition, He was indebted to Christ 
and the Gospel. Tremendously indebted. 
Further reflection convinced him that secu- 
lar historians gave Christ and His Gospel 
scant credit for the mighty influence they 
had exerted in revolutionizing the civil- 
zation of the world. His instructors in 
history, during his university course, had 
dwelt fully upon the Reformation and its 
influence upon civilization, pointing out 
the incalculable benefits derived therefrom, 
but not one of them ever said, “Gentlemen, 
excepting for Christ and His Gospel you 
would not now be enjoying these blessings. 
You would not be here.” No! He had to 
come to a little mountain Church service 
to learn a fact which his instructors con- 
sidered of trifling importance but which 
was the heart-blood of the civilization of 
the Christian era, not only of the past but 
also of the present, because this same 
Christ and His Gospel, wherever they were 
being proclaimed throughout the world, 
were changing the lives and destinies of 
men, 


He would make a scientific study, later 
on, of the influence of Christ and His Gos- 


MARY 
OF NAZARETH 


By MARY BORDEN 


This is the story of a woman— 
known to us all, yet curiously un- 
known—who once lived in Naz- 
areth of Galilee and who saw her 
son crucified. It is based on the 
four gospels, and on a scholarly 
research into the history of the 
period; but it is, most of all, the 
human chronicle of a mother— 
wistful, often bewildered, torn be- 
tween the faith of her fathers and 
the strange new paths of her be- 
loved boy. 


We are confident that you are 
going to find this, not only the 
perfect Christmas book for 19338, 
but a book that will never grow 
old. There is nothing like it in 
the lists this season. Though it 
cuts across prejudices, it is writ- 
ten with sincere reverence, and it 
sticks close to the Bible text. As 
Dr. Charles Francis Potter says, 
“Mary steps down from _ the 
stained-glass windows of our 
Churches and becomes a living 
mother.’’ The book is for people 
of all religions as well as for the 
thousands of buyers of ‘‘The Story 
of the Other Wise Man” and ‘‘The 
Hidden Years’’. It will bear your 
strongest and most personal rec- 
ommendation to anyone who 
wishes to give, or to own, the per- 
fect story of Mary of Nazareth, 
done with beauty, humanity and 
understanding. 

PRICE, $2.50 
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pel upon the cultural, moral, educational, 
economie and social life of civilization from 
the time of Christ’s birth, It would be a 
big job, but it would be worth while; the 
psychological deductions would be of the 
utmost value. 


On the homeward trip the doctor told 


him the minister was a young professor in 
a theological seminary who also spent his 
summers in the mountains and found great 
delight in preaching to his unsophisticated 


congregation. That it was a real treat to 
preach the Gospel to “babes”, who could 
understand, instead of preaching to the 
wise and prudent: Wise in their intellectual 
sophistry and most prudent as to their 
financial contributions, 


(To be continued next week) 


Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


WHY WE SHOULD BE THANKFUL 


Text, 107:1, “Oh give thanks unto Jeho- 
vah; for He is good; for His lovingkind- 
ness endureth for ever.” 


There are always some persons who think 
they have nothing to be thankful for, and, 
perhaps, this number is unusually large at 
this time. But, whatever their circum- 
stances may be, I believe that every one 
who looks at life aright has something for 
which to be thankful. It is often true 
that those who seem to have the least 
eause for thankfulness are more grateful 
for what they have than those who en- 
joy more numerous blessings. 


One night during the Chapman-Alexan- 
der meetings, a poor paralytic was wheel- 
ed down the aisle and placed just before 
the platform. In the preliminary part of 
the service Mr. Alexander caught sight of 
him and said, “What is your favorite 
hymn?” He immediately answered, “Count 
Your Blessings!” There was no wail, no 
complaint from the poor cripple, just a 
vivid sense of the goodness of God. That 
man had the real thanksgiving spirit. 


It is said that Bshop William Burt was 
once asked how he acquired the habit of 
good cheer, for which he was noted. He 
is said to have answered: “Maybe the 
remark of a child that I once overheard 
helped me to learn to complain and grum- 
ble as little as possible. While I was 
studying at Wilbraham Academy, I spent 
a few days with this child’s father, a good 
man, but a chronic growler. We were all 
sitting in the parlor one night, when the 
question of food arose. The child, a little 
girl, told cleverly what each member of 
the household liked best. Finally it came 
to the father’s time to be described. ‘And 
what do I like, Nancy? he said, laughing. 
‘You,’ said the little girl, slowly—‘well, 
you like most anything we haven’t got’.” 

A woman by the name of Mrs. Higgins 
was an incurable grumbler. She grumbled 
at everything and everybody. But at last 
the minister thought he had found some- 
thing about which she could make no 
complaint—the old lady’s crop was cer- 
tainly the finest for miles around. “Ah, 
for once you must be pleased,” said the 
minister, with a beaming smile, as he met 
her on the village street. “Every one’s 
saying how splendid your potatoes are 
this year.’ The old lady glared at him 
as she answered, “They’re not so poor. But 
where’s the bad ones for the pigs?” 

. Her spirit was far different from that 
of Billy Bray, a Cornish miner, who was 
noted far and near for his rugged piety. 
One year his potato crop was almost a 
failure. As he was digging the potatoes 
Satan said to him: “There, Billy, isn’t that 
poor pay for serving your Father the way 
you have all this year? Just see those 
small potatoes.” “Ah, Satan,’ said Billy, 
“at it again, talking against my Father, 


bless His name! Why, when I served you 
I didn’t get any potatoes at all. I thank 
my dear Father for small potatoes.” 

A great many persons in these days 
ought to catch the spirit of the sainted 
Dr. John Hall, a noble man of God, who 
used to say that he liked to look into the 
store windows to see how many things he 
could do without. 

There are many reasons why we should 
be thankful. A large number of them 
are found in the Psalms, “which are the 
music rooms of the Bible,’ and are filled 
with songs of praise. Two reasons for 
thankfulness are found in our text, “Oh 
give thanks unto Jehovah; for He is good; 
for His lovingkindness endureth for ever.” 
These expressions are used frequently in 
the Psalms, where the people are exhorted 
to praise God and to give Him thanks. 

As grumbling may become a habit, and 
a very bad one, so may thankfulness be- 
come a habit, and one of the very best. 
When St. Paul says, “In everything give 
thanks,” he refers to this excellent habit. 
The Rey. Dr. John Jowett used to say, 
“No one is going to have anything worth 
calling a harp in glory who has not already 
harped music in his own soul.” Thanks- 
giving Day is the time to get out your 
harp and play it. 

I am sure that every one of you can 
find some reason for which to be thankful 
if you will go over the year since last 
Thanksgiving Day and count the blessings 
you have received during this time. Do 
not try to crowd all your thanksgiving 
into one day, but give thanks to God for 
the blessings of every day and make 
Thanksgiving Day the climax of your ex- 
pressions of gratitude. 

A young lady lay ill at a health resort. 
Her disease was such as to render her 
intensely susceptible to suffering from out- 
ward disturbances. .One day the cham- 
bermaid, while doing the work in the ad- 
joining premises, continually clattered her 
furniture and sang in a very loud voice. 
A friend, hearing it and knowing the 
young lady’s nervous condition, felt much 
concern, and calling on her afterward, ask- 
ed if she was not much annoyed. The 
young lady replied, “At first I thought I 
could not bear it, and determined to call 
the maid, and tell her how much suffering 
she caused me; but finally I decided not 
to do so, but to ask the Lord to help me 
bear it. I did that and received His help, 
so it did not hurt me afterward, and I 
soon went to sleep.” 

This same invalid was in the habit of 
telling over her blessings of the day every 
evening when her friend came in. She 
used to make a list of them in her jour- 
nal, while she was able to write, and to 
thank God for them. Sometimes, she 
spoke of a single flower given to her, or 
some portion of her food that was more 
palatable than usual; or perhaps some 
thought of Jesus had come to her with 
peculiar comfort. She always had some- 
thing for which to be thankful. She count- 
ed up the little things, which come as 
blessings, but which pass unheeded by 
those less careful to see a Heavenly 
Father’s kindness. 

“Oh give thanks unto Jehovah; for He is 
good; 
His lovingkindness 
ever.” 


For endureth for 


1st Lawyer (boasting): “When I got 
through with my plea for the prisoner, 
there wasn’t a dry eye in the room” 

2nd Lawyer: “I suppose they all realized 
that your client hadn’t a chance in the 
world.” 


THE PASTOR SAYS 


By “the foolishness of preaching,” 
some Church members can still be 
made Christians. 


—Now and Then. 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


HOSPITABLE TO YOUNG 
VISITORS 


Louise R. Marshall 


When friends have called on you and 
brought along their children, have you 
often felt shocked at their lack of man- 
ners because they would not sit down as 
stiff as automatons and keep quiet while 
you and your guest chatted of things that 
held not the least interest for them? 


However, if a child has not been “well 
brought up” he is very apt to prowl from 
one thing to another until you are ready 
to scream from thinking every minute he 
will tip over that vase of flowers, surely 
break into the bookcase with the glass 
front, or explore library table drawers, 
the contents of which are frail and 
precious. 

We can eliminate nervous apprehension 
on our side, overcome “snoopiiness” on the 
part of the little visitor, and secure peace 
and quiet for his mother and ourselves in 
which to enjoy each other’s company if 
we have a hospitable disposition and do a 
little planning beforehand. We take par- 
ticular delight in showing some treasured 
piece of art, a new lunch cloth, or a re- 
cent book to make the mother feel we 
are happy to have her come into our home 
and want her to share in our latest posses- 
sions, so why should we not exert our- 
selves to display a like hospitality to her 
youthful companion? 


With that idea in mind I seeured a 
large cardboard carton in which I store, 
in boxes, trifles that are sure to amuse 
young minds. I give out one or more 
boxes at a time according to the need. 
In the collection I have drawing books 
and a box of crayons, some large eard- 
board dolls with cut-out coats, dresses 
and hats, a bag of marbles, a set of tiny 
chairs that were left from a parlor suite 
my own children used, a pair of kinder- 
garten scissors, and a smaller set of paper 
dolls and clothes to be cut out if the 
player chooses, several rubber ducks and 
fish for very tiny callers, a toy truck, and 
a small wagon, a tin tea set and an alum- 
inum baking set, a fairylike stove, a fair- 
sized doll that has seen much use, and a 
box of clothes for her, a top, some puz- 
zles, and dozens of other trinkets. I am 
always running across something new to 
slip into one of the boxes of my “treasure 
chest.” 


Nowadays so many pretty ecards and 
novelties come into the home in the way 
of advertisements that one need not go 
to the effort and expense of buying elab- 
orate games and articles, because all these 
will be new to the little explorer and dif- 
ferent from his supplies at home. I en- 
deavor to put into this box only toys and 
trinkets that do not create confusion, for 
if drums, horns, pianos, trains, rifles and 
the like were included the purpose would 
be frustrated—there would still be as 
much clatter and tumult as if the young- 
ster were scampering from room to room 
helping himself to whatever took his 
fancy. 


In this collection are boxes of toys that 
appeal to the boys and others that charm 
the little girls, or, if there happens to be 
more than one child at a time, two or 
more boxes furnish just the things needed 
for a session of school, to play housekeep- 
ing, or some other interesting game to- 
gether. 

If you show thoughtfulness for the little 
guests, they will enjoy coming to your 
house and‘mot have to be dragged protest- 
ingly along just because Mother wants to 
go. My chest has served not only as a 
safety valve for pent-up vim during calls 
but has also proved a drawing card as 
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well. Many of the boys and girls come 
to “visit” with me by themselves for they 
realize they will receive a hearty weleome 
and find a sympathetic understanding of 
what little folks need and like. 


“Most educational authorities will agree 
that the first five or six years of a child’s 
life are more crowded with learning than 
any other similar period in later life. If 
this be true, as I believe it is, it is a 
erime for our publie school system to 
neglect the child in his most formative 
years and to fail to make adequate provi- 
sion for kindergartens.”—William M. 
Brown, Department of Education and Psy- 
chology, Washington and Lee University, 
Lexington, Virginia. 

Write to the National Kindergarten 
Association, 8 West Fortieth Street, New 
York City, for advice and leaflets with 
regard to the inclusion of a kindergarten 
in the publie school of your community. 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO MAKE 10 WORDS OUT 
OF 20 NO. 21 


1. Egg-plant 6. Oyster-plant 
2. Horse-radish 7. Pumpkin 
3. Brussels-sprouts 8. Red-beets 
4, Buck-wheat 9. Rhubarb 
5. Mush-mellon 10. Swiss-Chard 


CURTAILED WORDS NO. 38 


1. Curtail mineral element and get a pre- 
fix meaning between. Curtail it and get 
having -assembled. Curtail and find a 
pronoun. avi al 

2.Curtail a musical composition with 

sacred theme and get a mere speck. 

Curtail it and find a witty saying. 

Curtail to ward off and get to positively 

declare. Curtail it and get a salutation. 

Curtail the name of a city official and 

see a noted surgeon. Curtail and get the 

month of Spring flowers. Curtail and 
find a parent’s name. 

5. Curtail the fountain-head twice and get 

tart or acid. Curtail and find an old 

French coin. Curtai, and get an adverb. 

_ 6. Curtail a real confpanion and get a floor 

covering. Curtail and get a parent. 


—A. M. S. 


A MODERN “HOME” 


Mother: “Goodness! MHere’s a note from 
Hazel saying that she and that crazy pian- 
ist have eloped.” 

Father: “That’s great. Now let us get 
busy and move away where they can’t find 
us when they come back.” 


The Family Altar 


The Rev. Alfred Grether, 
Defiance, Ohio 


HELP FOR WEEK OF NOVEMBER 27- 
DECEMBER 3 


Memory Text: “Blessed are they that 
have been persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake. Matthew 5:10. 

Memory Hymn: 
Those Holy Voices?” 


“Hark, What Means 


Monday—Paul in Ephesus 
Acts 19:8-20 


Ephesus was an illustrious city —the 
capital of the Roman province called Asia. 
Conspicuous at the head of the harbor 
was the great temple of Diana, one of the 
world’s seven wonders, whose magnificence 
was everywhere proverbial. For Paul to 
earry the Gospel into such a center was 
daring indeed. From the above chapter 
we see that he encountered much fierce 
opposition from fanatical Jews as well as 
from adherents of the great goddess. But 


_universe. 


we also see how richly the Lord rewarded 
the work of him and his co-laborers, among 
whom again were his good friends and 
fellow-tradesmen, Aquila and Prescilla. In 
a most decided manner the Word of God 
grew and proved to be mighty to the pull- 
ing down of strongholds. 

Prayer: Father in Heaven, look with 
tender compassion on the many millions 
who inhabit our cities. Bring those who 
are in darkness to Christ that they may 
become children of light and our cities 
strongholds of faith and righteousness. 
Amen, 


Tuesday—The Riot at Ephesus 
Acts 19:23-29 

It was said that “the sun saw nothing 
more magnificent in his course than the 
temple of Diana.” Silver images of it and 
its goddess were set up as idols in homes 
or carried along on journeys and worship- 
ped. When the silver-smith Demetrius 
complained that “Paul throughout all Asia 
had persuaded and turned away much 
people” and that their trade was falling 
off and the great temple was “in danger 
of being despised”, he paid the gospel a 
grand tribute. The riot of which he was 
the instigator was in itself a wonderful 
tribute to the effects which the preaching 
of the Gospel was producing. Would that 
he too and his fellow rioters had hailed 
it with joy to the saving of their souls. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, grant unto all who 
are engaged in spreading the Gospel per- 
severance and success. In times of opposi- 
tion strengthen them in the assurance that 
Thy Word shall not return unto Thee void 
but shall accomplish that which Thou hast 
purposed. Amen. 


Wednesday—The Message to the Ephesians 
Acts 19:8-20 


Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians was 
written in the spring of A. D. 62 during 
his first imprisonment in Rome. For 
theological worth it ranks with Romans, 
on which, in large part, the fundamental 
teachings of Protestantism are based. The 
main purpose of this passage is to show 
the believer’s position in grace and how 
according to divine purpose God’s grace 
will at last triumph gloriously in all the 
“In whom we have redemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of His grace.” The 
child of God can conceive of nothing 
more precious than that. If we know its 
grand meaning how befitting is it that 


our whole life each moment be “to the 
praise of His glory”. 
Prayer: Father in Heaven, we thank 


Thee to know that the universe was creat- 
ed to reach its perfection in Christ. Hasten 
the day, when man’s isolation from Thee 
and from his fellowmen shall cease and all 
things in Christ shall be gathered together 
in one. In His Name. Amen. 


Thursday—Spiritual Conflict 
Ephesians 6:10-20 


We speak about the rattling of sabres, 
the din and thunder of war. With such 
sounds the human race is familiar because 
of the frequence of wars and preparation 
for them. The remarkable thing about 
spiritual conflict is its deep silence. The 
battle of God and of Satan is raging 
around us every hour. We ourselves are 
combatants in the thick of the encounter. 
But as a rule there is little outward evi- 
dence of the struggle. It is an invisible 
fight to a finish against invisible foes, 
‘principalities, powers, rulers of the dark- 
ness of this world”, for which we need 
the strongest spiritual weapons and godly 
armor. Yet it is glorious to be a soldier 
of Jesus Christ and to march to victory 
with Him. Are our eyes ever fixed on the 
author and finisher of our faith? 

Prayer: Father in Heaven, we pray that 
Thou wouldst make us strong in the Lord, 
always clad in the full armor of God, al- 
ways alert and watchful, so that we may 
conquer in our many conflicts against evil 
powers and spiritual wickedness. Amen. 


ae 
Friday—Jehovah Our Strength 
Psalm 27:1-6 
This passage is distinguished as the 


first, and, in the Old Testament, the only 
one, in which the term “light” is directly 
applied to the Lord; although, as in Isaiah 


60, and Micah 7, where the same term is 
used, it, in a figurative way, typifies Him, 
The combination, light and salvation is 
very suggestive. We all know, how de- 


pendent we are on light for our physical 
strength and well-being. In a very true 
sense the light is our life. This is just 
as true in the spiritual realm of which the 
Lord Himself is the light. We are called 
to be children of the light and not of 
darkness. Are we each day following 
Christ, the Light of the world, and letting 
Him be our strength, our salvation? 

Prayer: 

“Light of Light, illumine me, 

Now anew the day is dawning.” 

Accept the sacrifices of thanksgiving 
which we bring unto Thee; strengthen us 
with might in the inward man, that we 
may courageously take up and joyously 
fulfill the tasks that are before us. Amen, 


Saturday—An Affectionate Parting 
Acts 20:20-38 

What deep emotions of mutual love char- 
acterized the parting of Paul from the 
Ephesian elders? No doubt, there was a 
strong urge in the hearts of both for fur- 
ther enjoying one another’s delightful, 
highly satisfying fellowship. Yet for the 
purpose of making others partakers of the 
blessings, which Christianity had brought 
to them, they were willing to take perma- 
nent leave trom each other. The tender- 
est affections of their hearts were over- 
ruled by their passion (most pronounced 
in Paul) for doing the Lord’s will. Such 
beautiful renunciation of self and conse- 
eration to Christ is characteristic of all 
who have His Spirit. Nothing is more 
needed than this in our day. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, grant that we, Thy 
professed followers, may ever regard Thy 
will as supreme and be ready to obey 
every call from above, not asking or seek- 
ing more than that we may be faithful to 
the trust which Thou committest unto us. 
Amen, 


Sunday—Jehovah’s Greatness 
Isaiah 40:18-23 


What has man to place over against 
God? Is any folly so great as that of try- 
ing to put any person or thing in His 
stead? The truth which Isaiah lays to our 
hearts is, that God is one and there is no 
other; and that as it is folly to compare 
Him with the most exalted creatures, it is 
madness to deify things of man’s making. 
All idol worship viewed in the proper 
light, is abhorrent. And until men learn 
to know God as revealed in His Word 
and forsake the gods of their own making 
or choosing, they remain strangers to Him 
and the spiritual blessings, which He so 
freely bestows on those whose hearts are 
wholly set upon Him. “They that wait 
upon the Lord shall renew their strength.” 

Prayer: 

“Great God! Preserve us in Thy fear; 

In dangers still our guardian be; 

O spread Thy truth’s bright precepts 

here, 


Let all the people worship Thee.” Amen, 


“Meow-eow-eow,” wailed the Tabby-cat. 

“Tm sorry to have to do this,’ said 
Johnny, as he spread the jam all over the 
eat’s face, “but I can’t have suspicion 
pointing its finger at me.” 


AMERICAN CHILDREN IN 
DESPERATE NEED 


I have seen children starving in these 
United States of America. 


Our car drove up to the streets of a little 
city situated on the side of one of the 
mountains that rise from the Cumberland 
River. On the highest street we climbed 
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onto the porch of a shack set up on props. 
I stood and looked over the city to one 
of the most glorious natural views I have 
ever seen. 

For the moment I was lost in contempla- 
tion of the billowing green-clad hills. 
Standing by my side was a little girl, 
undersized, undernourished, clad in rags. 
Her eyes were out of focus as a result of 
malnutrition, and could not see the beauty 
of the hills that lay before her. Her father 
was a thin wasted man with the bones 
of his wrists thrusting through the skin. 
There was a mother and three other chil- 
dren—all hollow cheeked, emaciated, 
showing the inroads of pellagra. 

The father had taken some old boards 
and made a crude pen under the porch. 
In it was a white goat. It was that which 
we had come to see. The Save the Chil- 
dren Fund put it there and its milk was 
the food on which we hoped the famished 
bodies might grow again and the light 
be brought back into the faded and fright- 
ened eyes. 

We stopped at another house. There 
were six children, wan and literally starv- 
ing, the little baby in the mother’s arms 
looking almost grotesque with its distend- 
ed stomach and eyes already old with suf- 
fering. 

I asked what they had for breakfast 
that morning. “A little corn bread and 
some gravy.” By gravy the father meant 
meal mixed with water, for there was no 
grease of any sort in the house. I asked 
him what he had left. He answered, 
“Nothing, we used the last of the meal 
this morning.” 

These two families were typical of many 
that we saw equally destitute. Men with- 
out work, families trying to glean a liv- 
ing out of two or three acres of tillable 
soil on some mountain side. Children 
growing into maturity in the midst of pov- 
erty and squalor, children who have never 
known a square meal or worn a decent 
outfit of clothing. 

Professor Alva Taylor of Vanderbilt 
University, knowing these conditions and 
having seen the S. C. F. activities in oper- 
ation, was appointed by the Board of Di- 
rectors of the Save the Children Fund to 
join with me, as were Drs. G. E. Shipler 
and Paul S. Leinbach, in presenting this 
appeal to our Churches and Sunday 
Schools. 

Contributions of money or of clothing, 
or children’s books from individuals, 
classes and organizations would make pos- 
sible the continuance and much needed 
extension of the service of the Save the 
Children Fund. It is community welfare 
in two hundred isolated mountain points, 
that extends from loaning a goat to a 
family of sickly children, to assisting the 
local police in keeping child beggars off 
the streets. 


Money contributions may be sent to 
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“Save the Children Fund,” at 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York. Warm elothing and 
sturdy shoes and books for children should 
be boxed and sent prepaid direct to “Save 
the Children Fund,” La Follette, Tennes- 
see, or to Livingston, Tennessee. 

To reach out and help such children is 
the core of our Christian creed. You can 
help bring a bit of hope to their cheer- 
less Christmas. 

Sincerely yours, 
Frank Kingdon, 


Pastor, Calvary M. E. Church, 
East Orange, New Jersey. 


Said the visiting preacher: “Your con- 
gregation seems to be suffering from a 
shocking number of colds, judging by the 
coughing toward the close of my sermon.” 

“They weren’t colds,” replied the verger, 
“they were time signals.” 


| Birthday Greetings 


By Alliene DeChant Seltzer 


Won’t Missionary Schroer and his busy 
wife be pleased when they open the par- 
cels we send them, and discover hundreds 
of Christmas cards to share with those 
who crowd our new Christian Education 
building in Morioka, Japan? Mrs. A. War- 
ren Garman, superintendent of the Junior 
department of Trinity Sunday School, is 
sending some. “The Juniors in our de- 
partment,’ she writes, “have gathered 
quite a few of these cards. ‘The Girls’ 
Missionary Guild’, of Grace, Altoona, sent 
a whole-boxful—460 in all! and their coun- 
sellor, Miss Sarah E. Hetrick, writes, “The 
girls had a good time fixing them up for 
use, and were only too glad to share their 
pretty cards with someone else.’ They 
also have scrapbooks to send.” Nor is that 
all, for Mrs. T. Wilson Dubbs, Laneaster, 
forwarded a boxful to me, for the Schro- 
ers, and our Mission Band began at once 
to cut out the pictures on them and paste 
them on blank sheets of tablet paper, 
leaving plenty of space for the Japanese 
evangelist to write a Gospel Message in 
Japanese. Send your parcels at once, care- 
fully wrapped, and neatly fixed, so that 
they'll arrive at Missionary Gilbert Schro- 
er’s home, 71 Osawakara, Morioka, Japan, 
in time for Christmas. So here’s “Used 
Christmas cards cut out and pasted neat- 
ly on sheets of blank paper” greetings to 
all my boys and girls who like this “Gos- 
pel Message” way of sharing gifts with 
Japanese boys and girls. P. S. In a let- 
ter signed, “Yours in the Master’s Ser- 
vice,” Miss Daisy E. Forry, Heidelberg 
Church, York, wrote that she too had a 
parcel of cards to send. P. 8. 2—Our 
Nurse, Miss Mary E. Meyers, Hoy Mem- 
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orial Hospital, Yochow City, Hunan Prov- 
ince, China, can also use as many cards 
as we can gather. 


“T would lay the world at your feet,” 
cried the romantic suitor. 

“T wouldn’t care for it, in its present 
mussed up condition,” replied the girl 
haughtily. 


SUGGESTED THANKSGIVING 
PRAYERS 


(For Certain People) 
By One Who Couldn’t Use Them 


We thank Thee, O Lord, that Thou hast 
again blessed our dry and weary land with 
a great abundance of refreshing booze. 
We especially rejoice that our boys and 
girls need no longer drink home brew, 
but can get real beer wherever they go 
and thus add to the zest and joy of youth. 
And for the gin and whisky soon to be 
granted us, we are truly grateful, and hope 
enough will be drunk to relieve us of all 
our taxes. Amen. 

We praise Thee, O Lord, that the 18th 
Amendment has been repealed and that we 
shall soon again have our beloved land 
flooded with rum, and thus the safety of 
our dear children will be assured and we 
can now drink our cocktails and highballs 
and be not ashamed. We acknowledge and 
bewail before Thee, the crime, misery, suf- 
fering, the wrecking of homes and the 
blighting of the lives of countless chil- 
dren in the past by this rum which we 
love so much. Yet we assure Thee, O 
Lord, that this shall not happen again, for 
we shall call our saloons tap-rooms and 
drink “temperately” and thus get drunk 
like ladies and gentlemen, and we shall 
teach men so, and we shall become a sober 
and prosperous people, even tho this never 
has been done so before. And please, Lord, 
keep the devil from laughing at us. Amen. 

We thank Thee, O Lord, that the wis- 
dom of the people of the State of Penn- 
sylvania is greater than Thy wisdom, and 
that Thy musty old commandment about 
keeping the Sabbath Day holy is being 
junked. And we pray Thee, hasten the 
day when we can blot it out completely 
and have everything wide open on Thy 
Day, so we can make more money and have 
more pleasure. Amen. 

We thank Thee, O Lord, for Thy many 
blessings and Thy Providential care over 
us; but, please Lord, don’t take that too 
seriously, for we can manage our affairs 
pretty well now ourselves. Thanks be to 
the wisdom and might and power and 
glory of free men and women, who know 
how to improve on the purposes of God. 
Amen. 

BN 
some time, Lord, we’ll call You up. 
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EDUCATION AND PEACE 
(Continued from Page 2) 


gas and the “death tank” will find lodg- 
ment on the scrap heap. 

Fifteen years have fled since that dra- 
matie incident when the vanquished with 
grim visages signed on the dotted line; 
yet in the minds of our people, the events 
are as clear as yesterday. We recall how 
the bells rung, the whistles screamed, flags 
flung out to the breeze, men shouted until 
they were hoarse and women wept for joy, 
for our boys and our girls long at the 
front were now to return home. 

If there should be such joy at the close 
of one war, what should be the emotions 
if it were known that the four horsemen 
were banished forever from the nations 
and there should be no more war. 

The World Federation, which numbers 
over 200 organizations in its membership, 
and entirely encircles the globe, has a five 
point program of education: J. The hold- 
ing of general biennial meetings with re- 


gional conferences between for the purpose 
of developing the spirit of co-operation 
among the leaders of the young. 2. The 
improvement of textbook materials by re- 
lieving them of extraneous materials which 
engender mistrust and fear. 3. The com- 
pletion of the Raphael Herman-David Starr 
Jordan plan of education for understand- 
ing, goodwill and peace. 4. The develop- 
ment of the International Relations of 
youth, bringing them into wholesome co- 
operation with each other. 5. Preparing 
teachers in the materials of instruction and 
the approach to the subject of goodwill 
and peace. If the youth of the world can 
be working on some of the same projects 
and materials it will do much to bring 
sympathy and understanding. 


BLYMIRE’S CHURCH, DALLASTOWN, 
PA., CELEBRATES 175TH 
ANNIVERSARY 


St. John’s Church, locally known as Bly- 
mire’s Church, near Dallastown, Pa., cele- 


brated the 175th anniversary of its found- 
ing during the week of Oct. 22 to 29. 

In 1749 Martin Blymire landed in Phil- 
adelphia. He secured a large tract of land 
near what is now Dallastown, York Co., 
and settled on it. Forty acres of that 
tract he set aside for the founding of a 
Chureh and a school. The Church was 
founded about 1758. Since that time, Bly- 
mire’s Church has been active in the com- 
munity. During most of its history it has 
been union, Reformed and Lutheran. In 
recent years, however, Lutheran services 
have been discontinued. The present 
membership of the congregation is 79 and 
that of the Sunday School 134. 


The anniversary services were opened 
with the Holy Communion on Sunday, Oct. 
22. At least 150 people attended, many 


If we get into too deep a hole, — 


of them, friends and former members of — 


the Church. Seventy-three received Com- 
munion, making this probably the largest 
Communion service in the history of this 
Church. 


On Tuesday, Oct. 24, seven of the former 
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pastors of Blymire’s Church were present. 
They were the Revs. Will F. Bare, Charles 
B. Heinly, John S. Adam, J. B. Lau, John 
M. Herzog, S. L. Hench and Hobart D. 
McKeehan. Each spoke briefly during the 
service. Then followed an hour of fellow- 
ship when those who were present received 
“Dixies”’ and pretzels and renewed the 
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Consistory Blymire’s Church, Dallastown, Pa., the Rev. Lee J. Gable, pastor. 


Left to right: Chester F. Heindel, Raymond Waltermyer, Rev. Lee J. Gable, Roy Ringler, 
Raymond E. Heindel, John H. Knaper. 
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(Leo Keener not in the picture.) 


friendships of former years. 
attended. 

The service on Wednesday, Oct. 25, was 
designated as “Blymire’s Organized for 
Service.” The Rev. Allan 8. Meck, D.D., 
pastor of Trinity Church, York, was the 
guest preacher, 211 people were present. 

Another large congregation shared the 


225 people 


BLYMIRE’S CHURCH, DALLASTOWN, PA. 
(The 175th anniversary of this congregation was celebrated Oct. 22-29.) 
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Youth Service on Thursday, Oct. 26. The 
Rev. E. H. Bonsall, Jr., Superintendent of 
the Young People’s Division of the State 
Sabbath School Association, presented 
many challenging thoughts to the youth 
of the Church. The service was conducted 
by young people of Blymire’s Church. 

A community service was planned for 
Saturday, Oct. 28. The various Churches 
of the community were to have been rep- 
resented in a service that would have been 
at least as well attended as any of the 
others. Less than an hour before the serv- 
ice was to begin, the sexton, entering the 
Church, found it filled with smoke. The 
Dallastown fire company responded quick- 
ly and soon had the fire under control. A 
hole was burned in the floor, carpets and 
piano were damaged, and the walls were 
streaked with steam and smoke. Most of 
the loss is covered by insurance. The 
service was, of course, not held. 

The annual Home Coming service was 
scheduled for Sunday afternoon as the cli- 
max of the anniversary. It was held in 
St. Paul’s Reformed Church, Dallastown, 
suffering little from the change of place. 
At least 200 people were present. The 
Rev. Henry I. Stahr, D.D., preached the 
Home Coming sermon on the theme, “The 
Christian Church Facing the Future.” 

In spite of the misfortune which marred 
the closing services of the anniversary, it 
seems generally true that the congregation 
has been drawn into a closer unity and has 
found a renewed interest in its work 
through the experiences of this anniver- 
sary celebration. 


VACANT CHARGES 


According to the Records in the office of 
the Stated Clerk of the General Synod, 
Nov. 15, 1933: 

EASTERN SYNOD: Lehigh: Ziegel’s, Fred 
J. Dankel, Topton, Pa.; New York: 
Christ, Wm. lLangbein, 26 Adelphia 
Place, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

OHIO SYNOD: Northwest Ohio: Reeds- 
burg Charge, C. L. Berry West Salem, 
Ohio, R. No. 1; Northwest Ohio: Trinity, 
Ray Simpson, MeCutchenville, O.; Dex- 
ter Blvd., R. M. Neff, 501 S. Martindale 
Ave., Detroit, Mich.; Fireside, M. Good, 
R. No. 4, Bellevue, Ohio. 

SYNOD OF THE NORTHWEST: Sheboy- 
gan: Kohler, Alfred P. Trieck, 455 
Chureh St., Kohler, Wis.; Nebraska: 
Emanuel, Lorenz Pfennig, 404 W. 11th 
St., York, Neb.; South Dakota: Herrick 
Charge, Henry Bender, Carlock, S. D.; 
Portland-Ore.: Ebenezer, Wm. Schemp, 
Quincy, Wash. 

PITTSBURGH SYNOD: Westmoreland: 
Yukon-Seanors, M. G. List, Yukon, Pa.; 
Scottdale, S. M. Waugaman, Scottdale, 
Pa.; Somerset: New Centerville Charge, 
H. W. Musser, Rockwood, Pa.; Alle- 
gheny: Christ, Emerson Sproul, 7084 
Kelley St., Pittsburgh, Pa.; Clarion: Em- 
lenton, Dr. C. 8. Brienbaugh, Emlenton, 
Pa.; West New York: Emanuel, Web- 
ster Sechriess, 7 W. Wayne St., War- 
ren, Pa. : 

SYNOD OF THE POTOMAC: Zion: Beth- 
any, Chas. B. Bishop, 1019 W. Princess 
St., York, Pa.; North Carolina: Upper 
Davidson Charge, J. Thos. Leonard, Lex- 
ington, N. C.; Emanuel Charge, Jesse 
E. Meyers, Thomasville, R. No. 3, N. C.; 
Baltimore-Washington: Trinity, Henry 
Bossom, 1423 W. 36th Street, Baltimore, 
Md. 

SYNOD OF THE MID-WEST: Ft. Wayne: 
First, William Craner, Fulton, Mich.; 
Hudson Charge, Samuel Noll, Pleasant 
Lake, Ind.; Chicago: Grace, E. M. Rees- 
er, Orangeville, Ill.; Iowa: Lone Tree, 
Vernon Burr, Lone Tree, Iowa; Lin- 
coln: Lawton, Geo. T. Kiefer, Lawton, 
Towa; Indianapolis: Salem, Julius New- 
mann, 1145 N. 17th Street, Lafayette, 
Ind.; Missouri-Kansas: Trinity, Elwood 
Yoder, Cheney, Kansas; Kentucky: New 
Middletown Charge, Chas. E. Watson, 
New Middletown, Ind. 


TOTAL—28. 
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Westerville, O., home of the Anti-Saloon 


League of America and “boasted of its 
reputation as the dry capital of the world” 
rolled up probably the widest anti-repeal 


vote in Ohio’s election Nov. 7. Its 6 pre- 
cinets went dry 3 to 1. 

Lawrence Tibbet and James Wallington 
have received the gold medals of the 
American Academy of Arts and Letters 
for good diction on the stage and on the 


> 


radio, the Academy announced Nov. 7. 

Colonel and Mrs. Charles A. Lindbergh 
arrived at Geneva Noy. 8 from Amster- 
dam in their seaplane on a sight-seeing 
tour and a visit to the League of Nations. 
They took off in their seaplane Novy. 11 
for Lisbon. 

A Century of Progress Exposition will 
be re-opened in 1934 following the same 
general outline as the current fair but 
with more exhibitors and concessionaires 
and a revamped lighting and decorative 
scheme according to a recent statement 
of the President, Rufus C. Dawes. 

The prohibition against employing sten- 
ographers and typists for government 
service who are more than 40 years old 
was lifted Nov. 8 by the Civil Service 
Commission and the age limit was raised 
to 53 years. 

King Nadir Shah of Afghanistan was 
assassinated Nov. 8 in his capital, Kabul. 
His 19-year-old son, Mohammed Zahir 
Khan, was proclaimed King, taking the 
title King Zahir Shah. 

After many hours’ fighting, the Cuban 
government had failed Nov. 8 to crush 
the revolt of the ABC revolutionary or- 
ganization. The revolt began in an ef- 
fort to restore Dr. Carlos Manuel de Ces- 
pedes to the Presidency. Sixty persons 
were killed. 

Loyalist troops quelled a rebellion in 
Havana, Nov. 9, in a 6-hour battle of 
machine guns and artillery in which more 
than 100 persons were killed and 175 or 
more wounded. 

The 450th anniversary of the birth of 
Martin Luther was commemorated Nov. 10 
by Protestant Churches throughout the 
world. The hero of the Reformation was 
born Nov. 10, 1483. 

The Nobel Prize for Literature was 
awarded Nov. 9 to Ivan Bunin, Russian 
author, who has been living in exile in 
France ever since the Bolshevist revolu- 
tion. Werner Heisenberg of Germany was 
the winner of the Physics prize. 

Mrs. Sarah Jane Correll, a missionary 
in Japan for 53 years, died in East Or- 
ange, N. J., Nov. 9, at the age of 85. She 
supplied the data to her brother, Mr. Long, 
the author of “Madame Butterfly”. He 
never visited Japan. 

President Roosevelt expects to issue a 
proclamation about Dec. 5 to end taxes 
that the Treasury estimates are producing 
about $227,000,000 a year. These taxes 
were included in the National Industrial 
Recovery Act for the special purpose of 
financing the emergency program. 

The President and Mrs. Roosevelt placed 
flowers on the tomb of America’s Unknown 
Soldier in Arlington Cemetery Nov. 11 as 
the 16th Armistice Day was observed. 

Indiana dedicated at Indianapolis Nov. 
11 a World War shrine memorial costing 
$12,000,000. 

Dr. R. C. Coffey, a noted surgeon, was 
killed with 3 others in a plane crash near 
Portland, Ore., Nov. 10. 

Secretary of State Cordell Hull sailed 
Nov. 11 for South America to attend the 
Pan-American Conference at Montevideo. 
He had intended to sail a week earlier but 
was delayed on account of the arrival in 
Washington of Maxim Litvinoff, Soviet 
Commissar of Foreign Affairs. 


Italy celebrated King Victor Emman- 
uel’s 64th birthday aniversary Nov. 11 in 
a burst of popular exictement and merry- 
making. The King has ruled a third of 
a century. 

Richard Rogers Bowker, author, editor, 
publisher and industrial director, died at 
his Summer home near Stockbridge, Mass., 
Nov. 12, at the age of 85. He originated 
the “Mugwump” movement in 1879. 

Settlement of 130. strikes, involving 
more than 250,000 workers and affecting 
the livelihood of between 600,000 and 700,- 
000 persons, was the achievement of the 
local NRA organization during August, 
September and October, according to a 
report sent Nov. 12 to General Hugh 8. 
Johnson, National Recovery Administra- 
tor, by Grover A. Whalen, NRA Admin- 
istrator for New York City. 

The recent German vote gave the Hit- 
ler policy 40,618,471 and 2,550,363 against 
it. By this election the German people 
expressed their approval of their country 
withdrawing from the Disarmament Con- 
ference and the League of Nations. 


Robert White, 21-year-old son of Gov- 
ernor George White of Ohio, and a senior 
at Princeton University, was killed in an 
automobile accident near Princeton, N. 
Jee NOV, Lae 

A minimum of 1,500,000 needy persons 
will be benefitted directly this Winter 
through the payment of cash allotments 
by members of the Civilian Conservation 
Corps to their dependents, according to 
Robert Fechner, Director of Emergency 
Conservation work. Such cash allotments, 
he said, are expected to aggregate more 
than $35,000,000 during the five months 
from November to March. 


In the house in which he died 40 years 
ago, in New York City, Edwin Booth, the 
actor, was honored Noy. 12 on the eve of 
the 100th anniversary of his birth. 


Premier Mussolini has ordered productive 
forces unified and legislation affecting that 
end would be entrusted to the National 
Council of Corporations, according to an 
announcement made by the Premier Noy. 
13. 


Development after 25 years of research 
of a technique for the breeding of a spec- 
ial type of bacteria that destroy the bacil- 
lus of tuberculosis, human, bovine, and 
avian, was described at Shelton, Conn., by 
Dr. Stephen J. Maher, international auth- 
ority on tuberculosis, before a gathering 
of 1800 physicians. 

President Roosevelt Nov. 13 addressed 
a telegram of congratulations on the 15th 
anniversary of the republic to President 
Wilhelm Miklas of the Confederation of 
Austria. 

Final tabulation of the paid attendance 
at the Century of Progress Exhibition 
Nov. 13 showed a total of 22,320,456. In 
addition there were 245,403 tiekets sold 
which were not used, bringing the total 
of paid admissions to 22,565,859. The at- 
tendanece Noy. 12, the final day of the 
fair for this year, was 95,497. 

The Harvard College Observatory train- 
ed a battery of 24 telescopes and cam- 
eras upon the sky Nov. 15 and 16 in an 
effort to gain as much information as pos- 
sible from the Leonid shower of meteors 
which then was due for its annual display. 

Olaf A. Peterson, recognized as one of 
the world’s foremost paleontologists, died 
Nov. 13 in his home at Bradford Woods, 
Pittsburgh, in his 69th year. 

40,000 members of the United Anthracite 
Miners of Pennsylvania returned to work 
Nov. 13 on assurances that the National 
Labor Board would investigate conditions 
in the strike zone. - 


Winding up a 3,000 mile speaking tour 
in defense of the Roosevelt recovery pro- 
gram, General Hugh 8. Johnson, NRA ad- 
ministrator, Nov. 13, told an audience of 
more than 12,000 Kentuckians at Louis- 
ville that what he observed of “actual 
operation of the law in the field” had 
“exceeded all expectations”. 


AN APPEAL! 


Rev. J. F. Hawk of Lafayette, Indiana, 
died Nov. 7. He was the president of 
the Board of the Home for the Aged at 
Upper Sandusky, Ohio. The work was dear 
to his heart! 

There are fifty days (50) from the date 
of interment (Nov. 10) to the end of the 
year 1933. If there were twenty (20) 
volunteers. in each congregation who 
would say: “I will give 2c per day until 
the end of the year to this cause—to be 
paid on or before Dec. 31, as a Memorial 
to the departed brother; it would mean 
$20 from a congregation. Such a pledge 
would hearten the Board in its difficult 
financial task—to preserve the institution! 

This, on behalf of the Aged of the 
Reformed Church! 


If we could have word by Nov. 21, the 
time of the annual meeting of the Board, 
it would further encourage the Board in 
its work of Christian grace on behalf of 
our Aged residents. If it does not inter- 
fere with your financial plans, will you 
announce to your congregation? 25 econ- 
gregations responding, would mean $500. 
Fifty congregations could help us with 
$1,000. 

The basis of this appeal is as follows: 
Isaiah 46:4, and Matthew 6:11 and 7:7, 
14:16 and 21:22 and 22:39. ; 

Address Rev. Ewald Sommerlatte, 208 
East Oxford Street, Alliance, Ohio. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Supt. 


The Bethany Brass Quartet and the 
Superintendent attended the “Go to 
Church” services at Trinity Church, Pal- 
myra, on Sunday, Nov. 12, Rev. Elmer G,. 
Leinbach, pastor. 

The American Legion of Robesonia gave 
motion pictures of West Point on Satur- 
day, Nov. 11. They were enjoyed by all. 

The cold weather found the cottages 
equipped with storm doors where neces- 
sary. The winter bundles of clothes have 
been all prepared and all the expectations 
of the children are centered in a fall of 
snow sufficient to enable them to use their 
sleds. 


We had good luck with our chickens, 
so we have built another pen for 250 pul- 
lets in order to furnish more eggs for our 
children. 

Occasional colds have sent a few chil- 
dren to the infirmary, but after a few 
days they were released. Our baby, who 
is seven months old, is a picture of health; 
but we wonder how long he will be the 
baby, as another is knocking for admis- 
sion. 
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Top Notch G. M. G. Institute. Who? 
Lancaster Classis. Where? Park Colonial 
Church, Harrisburg, Pa., equipped for soe- 
ial and spiritual welfare of modern young 
people. Why? For the “fellowship of go- 
ing deeper” with God and Man, thus 
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building a new world. A nifty and im- 
pressive program was enacted under Mrs. 
C. Kelley’s supervision and the leadership 
of Miss R. Morrow of Steelton, who con- 
ducted the G. M. G. service at Eastern 
Synod. The afternoon banquet HIDDEN 
MENU on gold and blue cards was: inter- 
national mixup, staff of life, name for a 
goat, son of Noah, product from Emerald 
Isle, Eve’s temptation, African dish . 
what I do when I see a mouse, no grounds 
for complaint, love in the mist ... a 
source of light. 

We look to Lancaster Classis girls and 
boys to help make a new world and set 
economic factors right side up. YOUNG 
PEOPLE, law-makers of tomorrow, weave 
your ideals into the fabrie of human so- 
ciety. 

Some of the afternoon highlights are: 
every guild represented by one or more 
participants; all reports including Camp 
Mensch and summer conferences were 
made in the new informal round table 
manner. Did facts sink in and did weak 
points become conspicuous? Well, try it! 
The blue-gold decorations were prominent 
everywhere. The outstanding activity 
during roll call stunt period was a 5 min- 
ute colonial skit by Colonial Park Guild 
— “Christiana Columbus Discovers Amer: 
ica”’,—a combined Americanization and 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 


First Sunday in Advent 
December 3, 1933 
Paul in Ephesus 

Acts 19:8-20 

Golden Text: Blessed are they that have 
been persecuted for righteousness’ sake: 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Mat- 
thew 5:10. 

Lesson Outline: 1. Diana. 
3. The Townclerk. 

Paul’s work in Ephesus was very suc- 
cessful. Daily, it would seem, for the space 
of two years, the apostle proclaimed the 
the gospel (19:10), and the name of the 
Lord Jesus was magnified (19:17). “And 
not a few of them that practiced magical 
arts brought their books together, and 
burned them in the sight of all; and they 
counted the price of them, and found it 
fifty thousand pieces of silver. So might- 
ily grew the word of the Lord and pre- 
vailed” (19:19-20). 

So much we learn from our printed 
lesson. But that is merely a part of the 
story, the peaceful prelude to a stormy 
chapter in Paul’s career. Our full lesson 
tells us that here, as elsewhere, initial 
success brought trial and tribulation in its 
train. The opposition came after a long 
period of quiet sowing and steady grow- 
ing. And it came, not from hostile Jews, 
but from Greeks. 

Certain craftsmen, financially interested 
in the cult of Diana, incited a riot against 
Paul, whose preaching hurt their business. 
The mob would have lynched the apostle, 
but for the intervention of friends and 
the diplomacy of a sagacious townclerk. 
But his life was exceedingly troubled dur- 
ing the remainder of his stay in the Asian 
capital. 

I. Diana. Ephesus was a wealthy com- 
mercial center. But its wide fame was 
due, mainly, to the temple of Diana. This 
imposing structure was one of the seven 
wonders of the world. It was the most 
famous cathedral of paganism, dedicated 
to the worship of Diana. This female dei- 
ty was a personification of the vitality of 
nature and man, the all-mother, as Jupi- 
ter was the all-father. 


2. Demetrius. 
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Thank Box sketch by E. B. Micklin and 
very highly recommended. 

An effective feature was VOICES, when 
messages from 5 officers and co-laborers 
were read or given in person. Miss Hein- 
miller’s and Mother Gerhard’s were read. 
This is the first guild institute dear 
Mother Gerhard has missed. Wet eyes and 
silence followed her “voice” and many 
unheard resolutions were made in reply 
to her challenge. An innovation was the 
excellent string orchestra of girls and boys. 
This added much joy to the program. 
Thank you, Mrs. Stroh. “New melodies” 
was represented by 3 guilds followed with 
a guild singing, “In Christ There is No 
East or West”. After the song, “Jesus is 
All the World of Me”, the assembly moved 
in utter silence to the Church auditorium, 
lighted with candles, where Miss Morrow 
conducted the consecration service where- 
in the boys and girls rededicated them- 
selves to God in assisting to build a new 
earth and make all things new. Mrs. J. 
F. Bucher and others addressed the con- 
vention (I have not the space to tell 
about the evening meeting). The atten- 
dance of 200 included some older W. M. 
S. friends and officers. “Love and co- 
operation was the secret of this success” 
(Mrs. Kelley). Service for others and 
prayer are bound to pay. 


The shrine stood outside of the city, at 
the head of its harbor. Its sacred pre- 
cincts enjoyed the right of asylum. No 
weapons might be borne within the en- 
closure, and hunted fugitives found tem- 
porary shelter and protection there. The 
temple was of imposing size. It was 
built of marble, and adorned with many 
costly pillars. In the inner shrine the 
idol of Diana was kept, a rude wood-earv- 
ing familiar to us from ancient coins. 

This unsightly idol, representing the fig- 
ure of a woman, was believed to have 
fallen from heaven. It formed the center 
of a sensuous worship. When Paul saw 
this temple, it was three-hundred years 
old, and the abominations of its cult were 
performed by a numerous hierarchy. Mul- 
titudes of pilgrims came from distant 
places to participate in the brilliant fes- 
tivals held in Diana’s honor. They made 
material contributions to the wealth of 
the city, and provided employment for 
many in various trades. 

Thus it is evident that the bonds which 
united the Ephesians and their temple 
were peculiarly strong. MReligion, civic 
pride, and commercial greed made them 
loyal votaries of the great Diana, whose 
licentious worship brought fame and for- 
tune to Ephesus. 

II. Demetrius. The guild of the silver- 
smiths was foremost among the trades that 
derived much profit from the Diana-wor- 
ship. They manufactured votive articles 
which were eagerly bought by pilgrims. 
The sale of these small models of the 
goddess was highly profitable. 

But during the first period of Paul’s 
labor in Ephesus there was no opposition 
to his ministry. New religions were, com- 
mon in those days, and the priests and 
devotees of Diana treated them with tol- 
erance, so long as they did not interfere 
with their revenues. But gradually the 
leaven of the gospel wrought a silent 
revolution in the lives of many of the 
Ephesians. They became new creatures 
in Christ Jesus, much to the detriment of 
the mercenary interests that were thriv- 
ing in the Diana-cult and kindred super- 
stitions. 

The climax came with Paul’s victory 
over the magicians, who were closely con- 
nected with the temple. The public burn- 
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ing of the books of magic was striking 
evidence that the religion of Jesus was 


subversive of the old order of things. It 
was a serious menace to Diana, to her 
priests and profiteers. 

Then a certain Demetrius incited a riot 
against Paul. He was a silver-smith, and 
he gathered together all the craftsmen 
whose interests were placed in jeopardy 
by the new religion. 

His address to his associates is a cunning 
harangue, in which religion and business 
are shrewdly woven together. Even the 
brief outline of it in our records proves 
that the leader of this riot was an adept 
in the diabolical art of playing upon two 
ot the master-passions of men, their greed 
and their fanaticism. First, he told his 
excited audience that this Paul had 
brought their remunerative trade into dis- 
repute, and then, to cloak this mercenary 
appeal, he expressed his concern that this 
new religion would make “their great 
goddess of no account”. Yea, it might 
even depose “from her magnificence whom 
all Asia and the world worshippeth.” 

The crowd responded instantly to this 
shrewd appeal to their pocketbooks and 
to their fanatical piety. They filled the 
city with clamorous confusion, and rush- 
ed to the large theater, where’ ‘popular 
meetings were held. As in Thessalonica, 
so here, Paul could not be found. But the 
mob seized Gaius and Aristarchus, Paul’s 
associates, and dragged them violently in- 
to the public meeting. 

Ill. The Townclerk. Paul could not be 
found, but he was not the man to chide 
when his cause was assailed, and his 
friends assaulted. When the news of the 
tumult reached him, “he was minded to 
enter in unto the people,’ to shield his 
companions and to quell the riot. But 
his friends prevented him from risking his 
life in the hopeless endeavor to calm a 
mob. 

It is interesting to note the friendly 
eoncern for Paul’s safety shown by the 
Asiarchs. These leading citizens were 
pagans, but the apostle had won their 
admiration. And they joined his converts 
in their endeavor to dissuade Paul from 
his heroic, but disastrous, enterprise. It 
was a fine tribute to the mental and moral 
stature of the man of Tarsus. 

The fury of the mob raged for two 
hours, with unabated passion. Jews, 
trembling for their safety, added fuel to 
the flame by attempting a defense through 
Alexander, their spokesman. But his at- 
tempt to explain matters so as to shield 
the Jews led only to a renewed outburst 
of the Ephesian mob. They eried out with 
one voice, “Great is Diana of the Ephes- 
ians.” 

Finally, the townelerk rose to the full 
height of the occasion. It was his duty 
to act as chairman of popular assembles, 
and his address stamps him as a man fit 
for his job. He characterized their tu- 
multuous excitement as puerile and pre- 
mature. It was much ado about nothing, 
since all the world knew the great Diana 
and her glorious temple. He reminded 
them that their fury had fallen upon in- 
nocent men, and that the Roman courts 
were open for legal action. “Be quiet,” 
he said, “and do nothing rash.” Moreover, 
he bade them remember that their riotous 
conduct exposed them to the swift pun- 
ishment of their Roman rulers, who watch- 
ed every appearance of revolt with jealous 
eyes. This calm and sensible speech had 
a good effect. The uproar ceased, and 
the mob dispersed. 


Christianity is an exclusive religion. 


There can be no compromise between 
Christ and Diana. Where Jesus goes, pa- 
gan altars must needs totter and fall. 


Where His gospel is preached, all other 
voices, whether of men or gods, are hush- 
ed. But while compromise is impossible, 
conciliation is right and proper. Paul prac- 
ticed it in his missionary eareer. He pro- 
claimed the God whom men “ignorantly 
worshipped.” Every religion contains some 
rays of the light that shines from heaven 


23 REFORMED 


EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. [t is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
ae degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
ree. 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, 


REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, 


De DLL. DS 
Lancaster, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Seven new buildings recently erected. 
The “Fackenthal Laboratories” offers 
most complete equipment for work in the 
Sciences for pre-medical students. The 
new indoor Swimming Pool completes a 
very thorough equipment for athletics. 
The Plan of Comprehensive Final Exam- 
inations enriches the curriculum and 
provides for the most modern needs in 
education. Write for catalog. 


HENRY SE APPLE Ds Dye lula Ds 
President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 


GEORGE L. OMWAKE, LL.D.., President 


Approved by the Middle States Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Sshools, he American 
Association of University Women and the Asso- 
ciation of American Universities. Exceptional ad- 
vantages for instruction and study in all branches 
of the sciences and the liberal arts. Group System 
Providing special preparation for the professions 
and intellectual occupations. Fourteen modernly 
equipped laberatories, two fine auditoriums, twenty- 
six classrooms, and more than a score of confer- 
ence rooms for professors. Library and Gymnasium. 
Twenty acres of improved fields for athletics. A 
strictly residential college for men and women. 
Expenses held to a minimum. 


For information address 
FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, Jr. 


Registrar 
COLLEGEVILLE PENNSYLVANIA 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D.D., S.T.D., LL.D. 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


Joseph H. Apple, LL.D., 


President 
Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 
For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 
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into the darkness of this world. There is 


none that is wholly without truth. But 
Christ is the Light of the World. In 
Him God revealed the fulness of His truth 


and grace. The time will come when all 
knees will bow before the God Paul pro- 
claimed in Ephesus. 

Stripped of its cunning, the speech of 
Demetrius meant, “We must needs make 
a living, whether by hook or crook.” That 
is the perennial cry of all who thrive on 
ill-gotten gains. It is the ery of men 
who do not realize that man lives not by 
bread alone, and that it profiteth him noth- 
ing to gain the whole world, if the pur- 
suit of it costs his soul. The slave-holders 
said that to Lincoln, and many, who sac- 
rifice conscience to cash, are saying it to- 
day. The issue in Ephesus, “business ver- 
sus religion”, is far from being settled 
today. In changing forms, it crops out 
anew in every age. We sew it in the 
secret agitations of the munition manu- 
facturers for ever increasing military 
armaments, in the tireless efforts of the 
liquor interests to repeal the Highteenth 
Amendment, in the proposed liberalization 
of the Sabbath. There is only one way 
to settle that ancient issue permanently. 
That is “to seek first the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness”. To speed the com- 
ing of that day, with his voice and vote, 
is the duty of every Christian citizen. 

Demetrius very cleverly used the livery 
of religion to dress up his naked greed. 
He said, Diana is in danger. But what 
he really meant, and cared for, was dol- 
lars, not Diana. How familiar that plea 
sounds to modern ears. So patriotism fur- 
nishes a cloak to militarists; personal lib- 
erty is the specious argument of men who 
want unbridled license. They denounce 
the lovers of peace as pacifists and slack- 
ers; men who believe in law and order, 
as foes of progress. 

It is profoundly true that money, the 
love of it, lies at the root of all the gi- 
gantic evils that vex the world. Well 
could Paul say, “Put to death therefore 
eovetousness which is idolatry” (Colos- 
sians 3:5). There is no surer way to deny 
God by one’s conduct, whatever the lips 
may profess, than to place the acquisition 
of money before the welfare of men. 
Modern paganism in all its forms, gamb- 
ling, bootlegging, licentiousness, war, 
crime, is fostered and promoted by greed, 
individual and national. 

A man without foes lacks truth or force. 
Paul had a wonderful capacity for friend- 
ship, and the number and character of his 
friends gives us a fine insight into his 
great heart. But no less significant are 
the enemies who honored the apostle with 
their malignant slander, and by their vio- 
lent persecution. ‘Woe unto you, if all 
men shall speak well of you.” Loyalty to 
Jesus necessitates the courageous cham- 
pionship of principles that are unpopular, 
and a conflict with causes that are pop- 
ular. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


Dec. 3—Causes and Cures of Poverty 
Ps. 82:1-8 

Poverty is one of the chief problems of 
human society. It is an age old problem, 
but it is presenting itself with fresh 
meaning in our day. Thousands of men 
and women today are either facing it with 
fear and dismay or are already in its 
grip. The Bible tells us “the poor ye have 
always with you,” but there are times when 
their number has greatly increased. Social 
reformers are constantly offering us many 
remedies for poverty but before we can 
prescribe a cure we must know the cause 
or causes that create poverty. 

There are at least three major causes: 

(1) Industrial conditions. Unemploy- 
ment always tends to poverty. When 
people have no work they have no income. 
When they have no income they are soon 
reduced to a state of poverty. Industry 
at present is built around the capitalistic 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. 8. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders, 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Lancaster Pennsylvania 
A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Enters about 40 boys per year to 12 to 
Phi Beta Kappa honors in 
four colleges last year. Fine school home, 
thorough work and helpful supervision. 
Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Prineipal 


Catawba College 


An accredited college for men and women, lfo- 
cated in the healthful Piedmont region of North 
Carolina. Courses lead to the A.B. and B.S. de- 
grees. Special emphasis on preparation for the 
professions, business life, home economics, and 
music. Graduates now enrolled in leading eastern 
professional and graduate schools. 


Outstanding Features: 


High scholarship Wholesome campus life 
Minimum charges 
Well-developed program of indoor and outdoor sports 


Summer Sessions: 
June 12 to July 21; July 24 to September 1 


For catalog and registration blanks, address the President, 


HOWARD R. OMWAKE, Ped. D., Litt. D. 
Salisbury, N.C. 


HEIDELBERG COLLEGE 


TIFFIN, OHIO 


A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 
College of Arts and Science 
Conservatory of Music 
School of Oratory 
Art Department 


Heidelberg insists upon high standards of 
scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 
an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and the 
minimum expense. 


During the College year 1930-31 Heidelberg had 
six debates with other colleges and won four of 
them; one hundred and thirty debates in twenty- 
fee years—ninety-three victories and thirty-seven 
efeats. 


For free catalogue write to 


CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 


system. It is largely determined by the 
relation of supply and demand. When 
there is a demand for goods our shops and 
factories employ people and pay them rea- 
sonable wages. When the supply becomes 
greater than the demand our manufactur- 
ing plants shut down and the worker finds 
himself without a job. Shops and factor- 
ies are run for profit. In most of them 
it is the ‘profit rather than the service 
motive which keeps them going. The 
manufacturers are less concerned about 
turning out a commodity which people need 
than they are to make profits out of their 
business. Consequently the dollar figures 
more prominently than the individual. This 
creates competition and this in turn makes 
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for selfishness and greed. Consequently 
some tolks become excessively rich while 
others become wretchediy poor. The goods 
of the world seem to be unevenly, it not 
unfairly, distributed. 

(2) Ethical conditions. Sometimes pover- 
ty is due to moral conditions. There are 
loafers, criminals, and good for nothing 
people. They never earn an honest dollar 
in their life, and are content to live as 
parasites upon others. There are spend- 
thrifts and prodigals, degenerates and sin- 
ners who do not know the value of money 
and who would not work even if it were 
offered to them. If the wealth of the 
world would be distributed today those 
folks would have none of it tomorrow. 
Of course not all the poor people are good 
for nothing, for among them we find some 
ot the choice characters of the world; they 
may be the victims of conditions over 
which they have no control. It is not 
their fault that they are poor, but usually 
shiftless, thriftless people have a moral 
weakness in their make-up. Much of their 
money is spent for drink and other ques- 
tionable indulgences and their moral stan- 
dard is so low that they seem quite con- 
tent to live in squalor and in sin. 

(3) Physical conditions. Poverty some- 
times arises from the environment in 
which people find themselves. Sometimes 
it comes from sickness, from untoward 
circumstances which cannot be escaped. 
Many people have reverses in life and 
everything just seems to turn out wrong 
for them. Fortunes are swept away and 
they find themselves reduced to poverty. 
Some folks simply do not have the ability 
to get along. They eventually lose heart 
and hope and death comes as welcome re- 
lief to them. 

What then are the cures of poverty? 

Men have always tried to solve this 
problem, but never with complete success. 
The Church and the State have one after 
another undertaken this task. When we 
turn to the Bible we read a great deal 
about the treatment of the poor. The 
Bible seems to be a book for the poor. 
The God of the Bible is the God of the 
man who is down and out. The prophets 
and the Psalms are full of this subject. 
The Israelite was not to reap the corners 
of the field, that was the portion of the 
poor. The first duty of the Christian was 
to care for the poor. The offerings of the 
early Church were entirely for the poor. 
ati °” came the monks and the mon- 
as s and the idea of the monastery 
was primarily to feed the poor. A whole 
system of charity was built up around this 
idea. But even the effort put forth by the 
Church, while it may have brought tem- 
porary relief to many, did not cure pover- 
ty itself. It practically increased until 
the country was swarming with beggars. 
Then came the State and tried its hand 
at the solution of the problem. It passed 
‘Hoor laws”, levied taxes, and sometimes 
even inflicted punishment upon vagrants. 
A study of the “poor laws” in England 
is a very interesting one and shows how 
unsuccessfully the State tried to grapple 
with this problem. Even today the State 
finds it necessary to grant large sums of 
money for relief, yet the “bread line” con- 
tinues. Communities engage in “welfare 
drives”, but poverty stalks abroad, little 
ebildren still ery for bread and hungry 
mouths go unfed. 

It is very clear then that the cure of 
peverty must go much deeper and further 
than the granting of temporary relief, 
although relief is imperative at the pres- 
ent. The ultimate remedy lies in remoy- 
ing the cause of poverty. This of course 
is a much slower process than the other 
but it is surer and more permanent. The 
primary move is to change the individual, 
to impart to him the ability to self-help. 
Scmetimes the poor man needs a brother 
quite as much as he needs bread. To be- 
friend Christians we must seek to change 
those conditions in society which make for 
poverty. 

We must apply the law and the spirit 
of brotherhood in all our relationships. 
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In the business world we must seek each 
other’s good, not each other’s goods. We 
must cease exploiting our fellowmen and 
give every man, woman and child a chance 
to live. Competition must give way to co- 
operation, and selfishness to service and 
sacrifice. In a truly Christian social or- 
der there is no room for poverty. Chris- 
tianity and poverty cannot abide together. 
Poverty contradicts the law of brother- 
hood which is basie in Christianity. It 
also does violence to the dignity and worth 
of the individual which is another funda- 
mental principle of the Christian religion. 
Men want justice, not charity, and justice 
and righteousness are of the essence of 
Christianity. 

Poverty then can be cured, but not un- 
less the causes are removed. In an ideal 
secial order where the principles of the 
Kingdom of God are advocated and ap- 
plied, there will be room for all and abun- 
dance for all. God does not will that some 
folks should be poor. He giveth liberally 
to all and upbraideth not. Poverty comes 
through man’s inhumanity to man. Pov- 
erty is of man’s creation. It is the mal- 
adjustment of human society. Its corree- 
tive is found in the application of the 
Gospel to all relationships in life. When 
that time comes there shall be “a hand- 
ful of corn in the earth on the top of the 
mountains”; “Every man shall dwell un- 
der his own vine and fig tree”, and they 
that seek the Lord shall not want any 
good thing. 


OBITUARY 


REV. SAML. LEWIS WHITMORE, D.D. 


The Rey. Samuel L. Whitmore, D.D., son 
of Elder Samuel Whitmore and his wife, 
Sophia (Evers) Whitmore, was born on a 
farm at the head of Naked Creek in Au- 
gusta County, Va., Sept. 30, 1851. His 
parents were both born at Cross Keys, 
Rockingham Co., Va. He moved with the 
family to a farm on Cook’s Creek, Rock- 
ingham Co., near Mt. Crawford, during the 
Civil War, in 1863. In the schools of Mt. 
Crawford and Pleasant Grove Academy he 
received his early training, until at the 
age of 20 he taught school one year at 
White Hall. At 21 he became a student 
at Mercersburg College, where he spent 8 
years in preparation for the ministry; one 
year in the Academy, four years in col- 
lege and three years in the course in The- 
ology. He received the A.B. degree at 
college graduation, A.M. three years later 
when he delivered the Master’s oration, 
and D.D. from a Presbyterian college at 
the instance of some Presbyterian friends, 
after his return from the meeting of the 
Council of Reformed Churches, held at 
Glasgow, Scotland, in 1896, which he at- 
tended as a delegate from the General 
Synod of the Reformed Church. He was 
examined, licensed and ordained by the 
Virginia Classis, Potomac Synod, at the 
annual meeting in the Winchester Charge. 
The call to Middlebrook, Va., was confirm- 
ed by ‘Classis, and a committee appointed 
to install him in his first pastorate, June 
eons 

He was married to Miss Mayme HE. 
Stonebraker, at Cedar Hill, Washington 
Co., Md., Sept. 10, 1879. His older brother, 
Rev. D. M. Whitmore, and Rev. A. C. 
Geary, the bride’s pastor, conducted the 
marriage service. This union recalls a 
somewhat remarkable fact concerning the 
Whitmore and Stonebraker families, the 
one giving four sons to the ministry of 
the Reformed Church, and the other fam- 
ily furnishing one minister and _ three 
wives of Reformed Church ministers. 


After serving the Middlebrook Charge 
until 1884, he received a call to Winches- 
ter, Va., which he accepted. While sery- 
ing the Winchester Charge he completed 
the parsonage that had been begun there. 
He was instrumental also in securing a 
considerable claim from the National Gov- 
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ernment on account of war damages to 
Centenary Reformed Church, injured by 
U. S. soldiers during the Civil War, when 
the edifice was first used as a hospital and 
furniture, pews, etc., burned and the base- 
ment floor destroyed, and the basement 
used as a stable for cavalry horses. After 
visits to Washington, and in co-operation 
with the Board of Home Missions, the 
claim of over $1,700 was secured toward 
the reconstruction of Centenary Church. 
In 1887 he received a call to the Manor 
Charge, Adamstown, in Maryland Classis, 
which he accepted. While at Adamstown 
he secured two church building funds, one 
for the Manor Church and another for 
Adamstown. These grew until it was pos- 
sible to build two new Churches soon after 
his successor was installed. His next 
charge was at Mifflinburg, Pa., in 1892. 
During his pastorate there the charge was 
divided and a comfortable new parsonage 
was built and paid for. In 1899 he receiv- 
ed a call to Trinity Church, Pottsville, 
which he served until called to Grace 
Church, Chicago, in 1907. During his sue- 
cessful pastorate at Pottsville he received 
an average of 42 accessions to the mem- 
bership each year, and succeeded in pay- 
ing off $10,000 of a $12,000 debt on Trin- 
ity Church. He entered upon the Chicago 
pastorate Feb. 1, 1907. It was here that 
some of his best work was done, but he 
resigned in 1910 to become dean of the 
faculty of Bunker Hill Academy, where 
he taught during the week and filled va- 
cant pulpits in Illinois Classis on Sundays 
and in vacations. In 1914 he returned to 
Chicago, and accepted a call to the For- 
reston Charge, later of Chicago Classis. 
He continued to serve these fine people in 
an over-Churched community, until failing 
health caused him to resign, after more 
than 13 years of service, in 1927. Since 
then he retired from the active pastorate. 
He was in the active service of the Chureh 
48 years, frequently a delegate to General 
Synod, a correspondent of many papers, a 
member of the Press Club of ‘Chicago, a 
Master Mason and Chairman of the Ogle 
County Chapter American Red Cross of 
Illinois, when that chapter more than dou- 
bled the quota assigned for relief work. 
During his pastorate he was accustomed 
to seeing that apportionments for benevo- 
lent work of the Church were paid in full, 
He was a life member of the former So- 
ciety for Relief of Ministers and their 
Widows, and since that Society was merg- 
ed in General Synod’s Board of Ministerial 
Relief, he succeeded in turning into the 
treasury of that Board over $5,000. After 
more than 52 years of married life, that 
tie was severed by the passing of his de- 
voted wife, whose homegoing occurred in 
Forreston, Nov. 23, 1931. Their home was 
blessed with 5 children: Irma M. (now 


Mrs. H. P. Womelsdorf of Cartersville, 
Ga.); Samuel Higbee, Chicago, IIL; 


Charles Frederick, Lewisburg, Pa.; Miss 
Edna Lucille, Atlanta, Ga.; and Thomas 
Carroll, who died in infancy. 


Dr. Whitmore had been gradually losing 
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CHRISTMAS FOLDERS 


Folder No. 335 


No. 335—7 x 10% flat 
$1.25 per 100 
5.00 per 500 


9.00 per 1,000 


No. 118A. 
graphed 


stock used 


12° °9. 


Christ Child. 
weber. 
colors. 


PRICE OF FOLDERS No. 118A 
AND No. 115A 
100. wastos.iine $1.50 250. ..0 200+ Soe : 
Folder No. 1154 i ae ee 6.00 E000 Forseoiaes'. 10.00 Folder No, 118A 


LIGHT OF THE WORLD FOLDER 
Size, 6% x 6 inches. 
in beautiful colors. 
exterior of Church 
illuminated stained-glass 
traying Christ 
World.” 


ing in the snow. 


New Nativity scene, litho- 
in colors. 
costuming of the figures are the result 
of much study and preparation. 
is equally 
printing or mimeographing. 
Folded, 9 x 6. 


No. 115A. Wise Men worshiping the 
Original by Robert Lein- 

Beautifully 
Same size and stock as No. 118A. 


Lithographed 
Design represents 
building showing 
window por- 
as the “Light of the 
A group of children are play- 


No. 335 is entirely new in design and arrangement—a two-fold Folder. 
front page shows the stable outside the walls of Bethlehem and the back page, 
which folds over, the Wise Men following the star. 
blank for imprinting. 


SUITABLE FOR TYPE PRINTING, 
MIMEOGRAPHING or MULTIGRAPHING 


Furnished Flat—Not Folded 


PRICES 
No. 331—8% x 11 flat No. 332—5%4 x 6%4 flat 
$1.50 per 100 $0.75 per 100 
6.00 per 500 2.50 per 500 


10.00 per 1,000 4.00 per 1,000 


White-linen finished envelopes (3% 
for mailing, 30e a hundred additional. 


style No. 335. 


The designs and 
Paper 


well suited to 
Size, open, 


lithographed in 


BETHLEHEM FOLDER 


and color work as folder 


Same size 
described above. Design represents 
Wise Men approaching the Inn at 
Bethlehem. 
Price of either of these two folders, 
with envelopes, $1.00 per hundred. 


Without envelopes, 75c per hundred. 
WHILE THEY LAST. 


x 7%) 


For 


For the Christmas edition of your Church bulletin or for your personal Christmas 
message we offer these beautiful folders. 


They are lithographed in six colors on high-grade white stock, impressive in 
design, rich in religious sentiment. 
They are also most appropriate for special programs of the Christmas services. 
Nos. 331 and 332 portray the Shepherds, with Bethlehem in the far distance. The 


colors have been blended to give a deep blue night effect, the garments of the 
Shepherds standing out in contrasting tones. 


The. 


The inside three pages are 


Folder No. 331 and 332 


NOW READY 


Our annual line of inexpensive 
greeting cards for ministers. To be 
sent to friends and members of the 
congregation. They contain a spe- 
cial greeting with space for print 4 
or written signature of the pasdher 7} 

Priced at 2%c, 1%4e and le each. 
Send for samples. 


CHRISTMAS LETTERHEADS 


Special attractive designs — samples 


upon request. 


Price, with envelopes: 


LOO to eet $2.50 
1000. eee er $19.00 

Price without envelopes: 

LOO aseeaetaes $1.50 500 «3 45 $6.00 
1,000. seins ccs $10.00 


SAMPLES OF THESE FOLDERS SENT UPON REQUEST 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION of the REFORMED CHURCH in the UNITED STATES 
1505 RACE STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


ground physically, the last few years, ow- 
ing to the infirmities of age, and last win- 
ter spent thirteen weeks in a Freeport, IIL, 
hospital. Having partially recovered he 
returned to his home in Forreston, where 
he was cared for by his children, Frederick 
giving up his position so that he might 
give all his time to his enfeebled father’s 
eare. During last summer the four living 
children all came home and ministered to 
him, and the last three weeks, while he 
was confined to his bed, Frederick and Mrs. 
Womelsdorf were in constant attendance 


upon him. During the last serious illness 
he suffered but little, sleeping most of the 
time, and then quietly sank into his last 
sleep early in the morning of Nov. 9, 1933. 

The funeral was held from the late home 
in Forreston, on Saturday, Nov. 11, start- 
ing at 11 A. M., as the nation was facing 
the East in memory of those who had giv- 
en their all for their country; and how 
fitting it was, to stand for a moment in 
silent prayer also for this Soldier of the 
Cross who had given up all to follow 
Christ. There were 7 ministers in attend- 


¢ 


ngel- Me 

d from 

the Reformed Church, and three of his old 
friends from other denominations. All of 
the seven took part in the services, in 
Scripture reading, prayer, reading of por- . 
tions of his favorite hymns, and two short 


ance: Revs. Jacob Elmer, Gerson S. 
mann, A. J. Michael and J. N. Nal 


addresses. He was laid to rest beside his 

wife in White Oak Cemetery, Forreston. } 
As a last tribute to his memory by the 7 ~~ 
ministers attending, each placed a fi 

on his casket, with an appropriate verse of 
Scripture. N. 


— 


